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Mario Davidovsky

Synchyonisms No. 9
(1988) f
Rolf Schulie - Violinist
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Synchronisms Mo. 9 belongs to a series of compositions for different
combinations of instruments and electronic sounds dating back to the
eaity 1960s. The work was complsted in March after a hiatus of almost
thirteen years from electronic music, during which the composer
concenirated his efforts mainly in the area of instrumental chamber and

symphonic music. During those thirteen years, the change in tachnology
“has been dramatic, with the computer having come of age as a musical
resource. For a composer whose musical language and aesthetic
approach was established within the context of one technology {classic

analog slectronles), facing the rescurces of the new technology poses
interesting musical challenges. |

The work Is scored for violin and computer taps. The violin pén makes

use of instrumental gastures reminiscant of Romanticate Remantic

heroic violinistic virtuosity, although the work's rhythmic, harmonie, and

mslodic language arg very much conslstant wiih the comipossr's own
characterstic “contemporery language,® :
Synchronlsms No, 9 was commissioned by MIT Music and Cognition

Group, through a New Works commission from the Massachusetis
Council on the Aris and Humanities. The computer par is a hybrid -
preduct; in generaling the computer sounds, Davidovsky primarily usad
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Macintosh/MID1 (Yamaha) configuration at the MIT Media Laboratory and
at Columbia University's Electronic Music Center. Also to a limited axtent,
ne employed Csound synthesis software developed at MIT o procass
sampie violin sounds and to generate other sounds. Assistanis to ths
woirk at MiT were Jon Nalson, and Dan Kastner. -~ {MDY

- Mario Davidovsky (b. 1934 Argsntina) began his musical edueation at

age seven on the violin, later studying composition with Guillermo
Graetzer. He first visited the United Stales in 1958, coming to
Tangiewood on Aaron Copland's invitation. There he met Milion Babbitt,

- which led 1o Davidovsky's return 1o the U.S. under a succession of

Guggenheim and Rockefeller grants at the {then new) Columbia-
Princeton Electronic Music Center, beginning a long affiliation. Active as
a teacher throughout his career, Davidovsky Is currently a professor of
Music at Columbia University where he is the direclor of the Columbia

- Elsctronic Music Center; hs also directs the Composers Gonference hald

sach summer at Wellesley Collegs. He has been a msmber of the
American Academy of Arts and Lellers since 1981. . |

In his career, Davidovsky has wiitten for a wide spsctrum of musical
resources. His Synchronisms series is one of his most weil-known and
mast successiut achisvaments. Evolving from 1862 o 1974 {(and now
laken up again with Synchronisms No. 9), the seriss explores the
Integrallon of traditional Instruments with electronlc sounds, establishing
his mastery of classle analog slactronlc music technlaues. Davidovsky's
imposing list of prizes for his music was capped by tha Pulitzer Prize in
1971 for his Synchronisms Mo, 8,

Rolf Schulte (b, 1949 Germany) was top prize winner in the Mualch
International Radio Competition in 1968, and subseguently came 1o the
United States 10 study with ivan Galamian at the Cundlis institute of Music.
Gther teachers includsd Prof. Kurt Schaffer, Yehudi Menuhin, and Franco
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Commissioned by the Music and Cognition Gmup of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
Funded in part by a grant from the Massachusetts Council on the ATLS and Hmnamﬂ&s

Produced at the MIT Media Laboratory and the Electronic Music Center, Columbia University.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

-Accidenms affect only the notes they precede.

The two main speakers should be placed leﬂ and nght of the violin player (not more than a few feet away
from the performer). If more speakers are available in the playbach system, they may be used, but at a
substantially lower level in order to disperse the electmmc sounds more evenly in the audﬂormm

In some instances, the scoring of the elect_romc saunds has been greaﬂy snnphﬁed for practical reasons.

A pra(:ﬂr;e tape is available from the pubhsher on definite order (P67213T) and a performance quality
tape 15 available on rental.
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