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What is your lifestyle?

Are you an enthusiastic biker and motorcycle freak? Or are you more
the beach and surfing guy? Maybe your heart beats for fashion and
fancy clothes, are you a music or cinema fan or rather a nature and
animal lover? One thing is for sure: you are an artist and airbrushing
enthusiast, otherwise you wouldn't be reading this magazine. But
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with your airbrush you are
also at the forefront of
many other lifestyle and
hobby areas: painting mo-
torcycles, of course, or, as in
the case of our cover motif
by American artist Steve
Gibson, creating illustra-
tions on the subject of bikes
and vehicles.

Unique Cnllectlbles |
Zippo Art and 3D Printing Mudels

As a surfer, you should think
about embellishing your
board. Spanish artist Arturo
Verano shows how it's
done, using a skimboard as
an example. On the way at

A the coasts of Florida, air-
I I l ' srl Y I r = brush T-shirts as a souvenir
I\ I H= from the beach vacation

may not be missing: Air-
brush artist and business
man Pat Gaines reports on his career in the airbrush T-shirt business,
which also began on the beaches of Florida, but is now at its peak
around the Disney parks in Orlando. How to actual airbrush a T-shirt
Is demonstrated by Argentinian Cesar Deferrari: The effective tiger
on a black shirt is the next step for airbrush beginners, so to speak,
and gets its "icing on the cake" still by a sophisticated background
effect.

If it's too hot for you in Florida, then perhaps the art of Norwegian
Aiste Nau is something for you: Her favorite topic are auroras, which
she paints in a wide variety of combinations and on many different
backgrounds. When it comes to backgrounds, the Italian Claudio
Mazzi has found his very own passion for 30 years, which he talks
about in the interview: painting Zippo lighters as unique, serial and
collector's items. Modern collectibles, after all, are now often prod-
ucts and characters related to movies, television and computer
games. The second edition of the airbrush and 3D printing contest of
the online supplier Gambody has once again produced many unique
figures here, which we also do not want to deprive you of.

So lifestyle has many faces - just like airbrush art, which can make a
significant contribution to any lifestyle and make your lifestyle even
more individual and unusual.

In this sense: Find your style!

The ASBS Team

Exclusive download center:
www.airbrush-magazine.net
Passwort: Solitude
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Solitude

Bike Portrait

Steve Gibson tells the story of his painting “Solitude," which
he painted in grisaille technique during the Corona Pandemic.
The custom Shovelhead bike is a tribute to legendary motorcy-
cle builder "Indian Larry."

Aurora borealis

Nordic landscapes

The beauties of her native country Norway play a recurring
role in Aiste Nau's work, especially the breathtaking won-
der of the aurora borealis.

Tiger Shirt

Animal portrait on black t-shirt

Argentinian airbrush and t-shirt artist Cesar Deferrari designed
a great and simple brightening effect for the background of his
tiger portrait on black t-shirt.

Billy Eilish
Crazy portrait on skim board
As colorful and crazy as Billie Eilish herself, is also her por-

trait design on the skim board, created by Spanish artist Ar-
turo Verano with comic elements and bright colors.

INTERVIEW

Orlando Airbrush Business
Pat Gaines' T-shirt empire between Disney, beach

and supermarket

For over 40 years, American airbrush artist and businessman
Pat Gaines has operated the most successful airbrush stores in
the world and has been a teacher, role model and career star-
ter for many other airbrush artists.

Zippo by Mazzi

The lighter art of Claudio Mazzi

Zippo brand lighters have been popular and sometimes high-
end collectibles for decades - even more so when they feature
a unique work of art by Claudio Mazzi.

MISCELLANEOUS

Readers’ Gallery
Shopping Guide

Imprint / Preview
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Easy to clean, 2-piece 0.24 oz
gravity-assisted side feed cup

_ Easy to clean, 2-piece 0.24 oz
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Quick Flush
pre-set handle
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compact body
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The new Iwata Takumi Airbrushes: workhorses with a lot of sensitivity

We have been eagerly awaiting the new Iwata Takumi air-
brushes. Now we finally got to try them out and also asked
a few prominent fellow artists for their impressions and ex-
periences.

The two Iwata Eclipse and Custom Micron Takumi models will
replace the Eclipse HP-SBS and Micron CM-SB in the Iwata
range being double-action devices with side cups. Both air-
brushes come in their usual packaging: the Iwata Eclipse Ta-
kumi in a cardboard box with quick start guide, spray sample,
lwata sticker, nozzle tool, lwata Lube and transport protecti-
on and bubble cap, and the Iwata Custom Micron Takumi in
a silver metal box with the same contents plus an additional
water separator.

As before, the new Takumi Custom Micron is aimed at air-
brush artists looking for unparalleled responsiveness and ba-
lance, as well as professional airbrusher artists and skilled
hobbyists who want to spray very fine and extremely precise

Marcus Eisenhuth
In my opinion, there is
nothing better than the

Both Takumi models
have a redesigned,

Takumis. Spray pattern,

atomization and especi-
ally control are simply
unbeatable!

compact body. The le-
vers sit closer to the
tip of the needle on
the units, and in com-

details. The spray pattern has not changed from the previous
model —a 0.18 mm screw nozzle is still integrated. But due to

bination with the new
cups, both devices feel
very good and balanced in the hand. The new siphonless cup
Is also worth highlighting here. This is because the previous
siphon cup system is now replaced by the flow cup system. In
this respect, the flow cup, in combination with the short head
and correspondingly
shorter distance for
the paint to cover, re-
sults In @ much more
direct response Iin the
spraying process. In
addition, the cup no
longer hangs down,
which prevents collisi-
on with the painting
surface. The two-part
cup system can be ea-
sily disassembled for | ]
excellent cleaning. The cups hold 7 ml and can optionally be
replaced with a smaller 3 ml cup.

Gerald Mendez

The short passage between the nozzle
head and the new gravity feed paint
cup in the new Iwata Custom Micron Ta-

kumi Is a great improve-

ment to the Iwata SB Mi-
series, making it
even more responsive
than ever, with great
paint flow and accuracy
on every stroke.

cron

4 | AIRBRUSH STEP BY STEP No. 62




the optimizations, the Takumi Micron is very sensitive, and
especially the finest details can actually be created effortlessly
here. And that, of course, makes designing a lot of fun. In ad-
dition, the Iwata Takumi Custom Micron can be used for both
right-handed and left-handed users. The cup can be easily re-
positioned from right to left while the opposite connection
hole can be closed. For optimal use with the best flow, thin-
bodied or diluted paints should be sprayed with the Takumi
Custom Micron. The grip piece has now also been given a cut-

out at the needle adjustment screw and the pre-set handle is
of course also back.

The new Takumi Eclipse has changed quite a bit from its pre-
decessor. In addition to the new cup system and the
shortening of the body, there is also a new needle protection
cap, and the lever from the Micron and the handle from the
High Performance series with pre-setting option have been
Installed. Equipped with the 0.35 mm Eclipse plug-in nozzle,
the unit is highly recommended to professional airbrusher ar-
tists and hobbyists, especially if they want to spray fine to lar-
ger levels of detail. All of the optimizations were clearly noti-

Airbrushes | NEWS /////

Kevin Wood

With the arrival of the new Iwata Custom Micron
Takumi I've been truly blown away by its unparal-
leled performance. | find the responsive paint
flow to be visually impressive while enjoying ex-
treme comfort through its beautifully absorbent
trigger providing much less finger fatigue along
with an improved feeling of balance provided by
a visually impressive compact body style upon
working endless amount of hours on a project. What thrills me
the most is its superior atomizing capability. | can't imagine any
airbrush artist not being overwhelmed by the overall spectacu-
lar artistic performance this art tool provides.

ceable in the editorial test. The Takumi Eclipse Is very sensiti-
ve, fits excellently in the hand and even the finest details can
be applied very comfortably despite the 0.35 mm nozzle. This
makes it a real all-round workhorse, which makes spraying in-
credibly fun. Spare parts, except side cup and needle, are
compatible with the current models Custom Micron CM-SB2
or Eclipse-HP-SBS.

The suggested retail price for the lwata Takumi Custom Mi-
cron is 577.15 euros / 585 USD and for the Takumi Eclipse
215.39 euros / 199.29 USD. Both are available immediately.

¢) www.iwata-airbrush.com
¢J) www.createx.de

Steve Gibson
The lwata Custom Micron just "feels" more like an
Eclipse CS than a Micron - and not so delicate. |
feel like the color cup redesign really makes a dif-
ference. I'm spraying higher PSI/ thicker viscosity

than recommended and it handles just like my CS

except with that micron precision. Like a really

fine-tuned Micron without being finicky — a more
reliable workhorse.
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Ribo Airbrush Kit TM-80S:

The pocket compressor now available for all airbrush-models

A little bit more than a year ago, Chinese company Ribo Air-
brush was responsible for what was seen a little wonder in
the airbrush world by bringing out a battery-operated mini
compressor that could be screwed directly onto the lower side
of an airbrush and thus, allowed airbrushers to conduct cable-
less airbrushing work wherever they wanted. The one prob-
lem: You could only use the compressor with the airbrush that
came with it as well as a few other select models. That has
changed with the new Ribo Airbrush Kit TM-80S. This model
can be connected to all sorts of airbrushes via a 1/8" connec-
tor. In addition, the manufacturer points out that, with 30 psi
(app. 2 bar), it's the most performance-capable device on the
market for this product class. When using it, it is clear to see
that the amount of air is less than that of a reqular, stationary
airbrush compressor. Yet, when spraying with a fine spray jet,
It really does look quite good.

The TM-80S set is available in the colors red and black. In ad-
dition to the compressor, it contains a simple 0.4 mm double
action airbrush as well as a fitting hose to make the device
more flexible to use. While i.e. spraying, the compressor can
just hang out in your pocket or placed somewhere else. There
are two connection options. Either you screw your airbrush

AIRBRUSH STEP BY STEP No. 62

right onto the compressor or you make use of the adapter
that is part of the package in order to connect the included
hose. The compressor disposes of a typical “On/Off” button as
well as an automatic turn-off switch, which sets in when no
air is required. This helps prolong battery duration for what
is normally a 40-50 minute continuous operation. It takes app.
90 minutes to charge the battery, and this is done with the
Included USB cable adapter. A USB electric adapter is not part
of the package, but something you’'ll likely have in your
household anyway. Alternatively, you can charge the device
right on your computer or with a power bank. A simultane-
ous operation is also possible during the loading process. The
Installed lamp is red when the compressor is charging and
then green when the compressor is fully charged.

Even if you might not need it, the airbrush that comes with
the compressor is fully capable of the job and creates a solid,
typical spray performance for a device of its type. It is well-de-
signed and both the nozzle and needle came in very good
condition. If you should need more details and a higher level
of control, you can naturally — as mentioned - simply attach
your favorite airbrush and get to work. Especially fine spray-
ing with a diluted airbrush acrylic paint is a lot of fun with this
portable mini compressor. The application areas are multiple
and multifaceted. Whether it be about improving a canvas in
an exhibition, designing a cake or pie, or applying make-up,
the focus remains on the wireless, flexible device design. The
compressor weighs 210 grams on its own; and 300 grams to-
gether with the airbrush it comes with.

The Ribo Airbrush Kit TM-80S is available for ca. 70 USD from
various importers or directly from the manufacturer. You can
get a good overview at the manufacturer’s website.

¢) www.sino-airbrush.com
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Arkhitekt: From Airbrush to Spaceship Model Construction Set

Gerald Mendez )
Fantasy Spaceship

In 2020, US artist Gerald Mendez enthralled airbrush fans
worldwide with his piece “Out of this World”, in which he
portrayed an Iwata airbrush as a fantasy spaceship. His step
by step guideline for the creation of this picture was featured
In Airbrush Step by Step,
issue Nr. 57, 04/20. The
Inspiration projected by
this motif was also noti-
ced by a few Chinese
model constructors and
they decided to create
their own  “airbrush
spaceship”, the Arkhi-
tekt Advanced Research
Colonizer, making a 3D plastic modelling kit in the process.
After gaining lwata Medea’s consent to make use of their air-
brush as the significant template (and currently the owner of
Gerald Mendez’ illustration “Out of this World"”), the model
construction manufacturer Perfection Industry Company Li-
mited has brought out this exciting model construction set in
the fall of 2021 - and did so in proper style with packaging in
lwata design.

HERE IHER

Incl. alrbrushlng tutoria

CONCEPT COLLECTION

RODRICK FUCHS

The Set contains 177 plastic parts, 22 LEDs, 6 circuit boards,
and a metal rod. The finished model measures in at app. 272
x 70 x 41 mm. It can be connected to an electricity source per
USB connection, which will light up the LEDs. The model parts
can be easily stuck together. An English-language instruction
manual with pictures comes with the model. The product also
comes with an original story about the “initial spaceship”
written by the manufacturer. A total of 5000 people can be
transported through the ion cycle conversion-powered
spaceship, which can accelerate up to 800 G with an 800 km/h
max speed. The original is supposedly sized 800 x 120 x 210
meters and thus, the manufacturer has 1:3000 standard for
the model.

In the meantime, the airbrush spaceship model is now availa-
ble worldwide at a number of other specialty airbrush and

model construction retailers. The Arkhitekt model constructi-
on set is a must for all lwata fans.

¢) https://youtu.be/v-OUJOMMNjE
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VsionAir: The ultimate airbrush workstation

Where do you actually airbrush? At the easel, on a desk or
workbench, or on the living room table? The Rolls Royce
among airbrush workstations is currently the VsionAir Air-
brush Station. The modular system is, so to speak, an easel
2.0: The basis is a magnetic board to which templates or pa-
per can be easily attached by magnet. The board stands on
two rails on which it can be flexibly tilted and moved for-
wards and backwards. It can be placed directly on the table
or, with additional accessories, mounted on a tripod stand or
fixed to the table.

Accessories is the keyword at Vsionair: The basic board is en-
closed in a metal rail on which all kinds of practical things can
be mounted: Airbrush holders, cup holders, bottle and brush
holders, a clipboard for templates, notes or a tablet. There is
also an additional rig for installing lighting and a camera. The
board can also be interchanged with other jigs for motorcycle
parts, helmets, skateboards or guitars, for example, which are
otherwise impractical to store and hold when painting. The
Vsionair system is designed to accompany the complete work
process from start to finish - from preparation work to pain-
ting process, clear coat and even polishing, in the paint
booth, in the studio or at home. Everything should be within

- -

AIRBRUSH STEP BY STEP No. 62

reach for fast and convenient work. The base module is
available in A3 or A4 sizes starting at £95.99. The extensions
range in price from £7 for hooks and holders to around £230
for the motorcycle tank jig, for example.

The Vsionair system, which is always expandable and rich in
variations, was invented by the British custom painter and
former specialist dealer Derek Stainton, who has also already
brought the "Flake King" spray attachment onto the market.
The Airbrush Step by Step editorial team was of course imme-
diately interested in how an artist comes to the development
and production of such an extensive and large-format pro-
duct. We simply asked him:

Derek, how did you come up with the idea for VsionAir?

If you knew me as people close to me do, you would know I'm
weird, passionate, challenging, tenacious and an all-round
pain in the butt. Added to that I'm a terrible multitasker, dis-
organised and clumsy. Now that’s a good to start to an inter-
view if you read one! Because I'm all of these things | had to
be force myself to be organised, to mount my work where |
wouldn’t knock it the desk or the stand. It got to the point




N\

where | just said to myself, | have to design something to
help. So | set about designing an airbrush workstation. It had
to be able to hold all the things that | had painted in the past.
Motorcycle helmets, gas tanks, guitars, skateboards. | quickly
realised that the items were not the only thing that needed
to be held securely. When you spend $400 dollars on an air-
brush why couldn’t you have the perfect area to work.

What kind of technical and professional background do you
have that you could develop these products?

On the design side literally none. | had no CAD experience
just a practical mind and an eagerness to learn, so | went to
the goto training centre “YouTube”, watched, tried, failed,
tried again. Eventually it sank in. | have been commercial cu-
stom painting and airbrushing for the last 17 years, before
that | owned an IT company.

Do you come up with all these creative ideas on your own or
do employees help you with the implementation?

The initial products that were launched were pretty much all
my own. Moving forward, our awesome customers are co-
ming with suggestions to improve current designs and sug-
gest new jigs that we develop together. I've learnt that custo-
mers are king. If you don't listen you don't survive.

Do you produce on site or do you have it produced?

Both, we have CNC, laser cutting and 3D printing on site. In-
itially new products are developed in house, but when they
have a reasonable volume potential we work with our part-
ners gear up to provide a faster turnaround and better pri-
cing. For example, bulk buying on steel and aluminium helps
our customers pay less.

-1._.
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What were the hurdles to bring such a product to the mar-
ket? Were there technical difficulties?

Self belief and money. Being a family owned business in a
very niche market the investment required and having the
belief that people would like and adopt the system. This was
realised when Marissa & Carlo at Foxy Studio saw the Air-
brush Station and its potential.

My biggest technical difficulty was deciding on a final design
for our VFrame. It is so important and significant to the entire
system, | had to get it right. Purchasing our own custom alu-
minium tool die is no mean feat in cost and risk.

When starting with VsionAir, what does a beginner need?

To recommend what do you start with is a challenging ques-
tion. Firstly you have to determine: What are you painting
on? How are you going to be using it? These questions then
determine which mount you use - TriStand or Desk Mount. A
beginner would typically just paint on canvas, clayboard or
Dibond. So we would recommend the Desk version of the In-
dependent Airbrush Station (IABS) with a single airbrush hol-
der and perhaps the new Airbrush Widget. Everything we de-
sign is upgradeable so the IABS can be converted to drop into
both TriStand and Desk Mount. The possibilities are endless.

Are there also basic sets where certain accessories or jigs are
already included?

Oh my. Our distributors and dealers are the ones that are
going to be putting specific sets together. | get a hard enough
time giving them weekly price list updates with all the new
accessories on, to then force them into taking sets of pro-
ducts. | can feel the grief | would get just thinking about that.
We do have the ability for customers to create a wishlist on
our VsionAir website.

¢2) www.vsionair.com.
¢) www.flakeking.com
¢J) Facebook: Del Stainton oder Flake King User Group

¢) Also available at: www.foxystudio.com

Photos: Foxystudio.com, Derek Stainton
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In issue no. 59 you could already admire the win- collaboration with Airbrush Step by Step, once
ning models of the "Airbrushed 3D Prints Con- again chose 10 artists and their airbrushed 3D
test" from December 2020, organized by the on- printed models. Of course, we don't want to de-
line platform for 3D printing models, Gambody prive you of these fascinating 3D artworks.

.com. In March and June of this year, Gambody, in

Arnd DOrn: The Gladiator Fan TR

The 52-year-old from Germany has been airbrushing since 2003. He has attended courses
with various airbrush artists such as Dieter Staatz, Marissa Osterlee and Eddy Wouters. He
has been involved with 3D printing since 2020, and it sparked his interest because he
made models and dioramas (mainly tanks and soldiers) as a child. It fascinates him that
while anyone can print the models with a 3D printer, by painting them, you can make the
model something unique.
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In the arena (Gladiator)

Arnd chose the "Gladiator" model be-
cause he is an absolute fan of the movie
and the actor. The printing took about
120-150 hours and the airbrush painting
a few days.

Facebook: Claudia Dorn

10 | AIRBRUSH STEP BY STEP No. 62
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Kenny Shelton: riexibiliy and Freedom ==

Kenny Shelton is 34 years young and comes from Nebraska/USA. He has been airbrushing for
about 3 months and is still learning — mostly from random Youtube videos. He started 3D prin-
ting about 4 months ago and then purchased airbrush equipment not too long after. He enjoys
the flexibility and freedom to make and paint whatever and however he wants.

Leon S. Kennedy (Resident Evil)

He made the model as a gift for his oldest
child, who picked it out. He probably put 700
hours into the printing and the painting time
because the model was scaled up to 300%
from the original model size.

Facebook: Kenny Shelton

Guido Kehder: materializing computer drawings 7

The 58-year-old German has been working with the airbrush for over 30 years. It is one of his model making tools — a hobby
which he has been pursuing for just as long. He taught himself how to use it, as well as by using large spray guns to paint
furniture parts in his job as a carpenter. He has always given his favorite commercial, construction and recovery vehicle models
a personal touch by making and adding parts or entire sections himself. In the beginning, he did
this with a CNC milling machine. When 3D printers came on the market at afforda-
ble prices, he bought one and now has five in his studio. 3D printing simpli-

fies the production of complex components for him. He likes the

accuracy and simplicity of producing complex objects or model-
making parts with consistent quality. He is particularly fascina-
ted by the ability to materialize parts drawn on a computer
with a 3D printer from a plastic filament of about 2 mm or
a UV-sensitive liquid. The time it takes to get to a result is
also much shorter, he said.

WARTHOG M12B

Guido likes vehicles that show power, strength and off-road ca-

pability, as well as vehicles with edges. He also really likes the sha-

pe, which can be turned into a lot of things in terms of model building.

He designed the rims here himself, drew them and then produced them with

the 3D printer. The windshield was created using vacuum forming. 3D printing using the

DLP process took about 80-90 hours. He did not
stop the time of cleaning the supports, assemb-
ling and painting — for him it is a free time com-
pensation, where he relaxes.

www.die-leitplanke.de

No. 62 AIRBRUSH STEP BY STEP | 11
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Raphael Biello: Inspired by the model

Raphaél Biello lives in a suburb of Paris and started airbrushing about 6 years ago by watching the
tutorials of "Awaken Realms" on Youtube and teaching himself the technique. In the beginning, he
sald, he made many mistakes, such as using too much or too little paint. Little by little, how- g ?&f ‘

ever, he learned from his mistakes. He started 3D printing only 2 years ago, but air- M

brushing models has been his profession for about 4 years — more specifically in
the field of wargame miniatures. Painting 3D prints is more of a hobby. It is the
model itself that inspires him and makes him want to paint it.

| P

Alien Queen Diorama

Raphaél chose this model because he was inspired by an illustra- =
tion and because it had an amazing light effect. Since he loves "
working with the OSL technique, he really wanted to reprodu-

ce it on a model. The 3D printing took quite a bit of time. He
made a few mistakes in the process, he said, so it took about a
month. The painting took 3 days.

Facebook / Instagram: Don Pincelito

Martin Gagala: vaking favorite movie characters ™

35-year-old Martin Cagala lives in Bratislava, Slovakia, and has been building plastic models,
mainly airplanes, for 8 years. Soon he realized that without airbrushing, he wouldn't get any-
where with his paint jobs. About 4 years ago, when 3D printers became available and affor-
dable, he also started 3D printing. He wanted to be able to create his favorite movie
characters and props, as he has always enjoyed being creative and making things in general.

Gladiator

"Gladiator" is one of the best movies Martin has ever seen and one of his favorites, he
said. When he saw this 3D model, he didn't hesitate. Printing and painting took about 30
hours Iin total.

www.youtube.com/channel/UCPRggqayoZR910a8jzbTseUA
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Harrison Labhadl: The Punisher Fan ik

Harrison Labadi lives in Northern Germany and is 54 years old. He has been airbrushing
for 36 years and is self-taught. He started 3D printing and airbrushing models 5 years
ago because he loves models. He used to paint resin garage kits, but with 3D printing
technology, he says it's easier and cheaper to make models.

Punisher

He loves this model and the "Punisher” television series. It took 60 hours to / Ay

print and about 5 hours to paint.

www.airbrush-pro.de
YouTube: airbrush-pro

dominique Demers: the desire for something real [

Dominique Demers is 49 years old and lives in Ste-Julie, Quebec, Canada. He started airbrus-
hing 30 years ago. Back then, he painted murals and did monsters makeup prosthetics. Being
Director of Photography in the video game industry, his day to day is happening in a virtual
world. When he gets home, he needs to be in contact with real things. 3D printing fills that
hole and allows him to do the opposite of his day job. Pulling out virtual objects to bring
them to life in the real world, is amazing for him.

Groot (Avengers)

He chose the Groot model because of its great details that suit well his painting process.
Generally, he starts with airbrushing for the primer and base colors, and then puts the finis-
hing touches on the model with washes and dry brush techniques. The surface detail

on the Groot model was just perfect for this. Printing took about 2 days on his Any-
cubic Photon Mono X. Painting was done in 2 weeks of spare time and took about
10 to 15 hours.

www.domsworkshop.com
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LUIS M. Rosales: pure relaxation

When Luis M. Rosales, now 45, from Vilagarcia de Arousa, Spain, was sixteen years old, he started painting miniatures.
But when he started his first job after school, he stopped again. Then, a year and a
half ago, he returned to his former hobby because he needed to find a
way to relax. Painting i1s a way for him to relax. He has only been
working with the airbrush for a year. He learns every day, wat-
ching videos and practicing. Luis likes to try different tech-
niques and learn new ones. He tries to mimic corrosion
and different materials through paint and it's very satisfy-
ing and relaxing for him. If he puts his mind to it, he can
spend hours on it that appear as if it's just minutes.

Serenity (Firefly)

Serenity was his first 3D printed model. He loved the series "Firefly" and al-
ways wanted to have this spaceship. He has loved spaceships and monsters
since he was a kid. A friend of his saw the Serenity on Gambody and gave it
to him for his birthday. It took him about a week to print it, since he was in
no hurry and could do it in his spare time. Painting it took him a couple of
weeks, after work.

Facebook: Luis M. Rosales

slnggon Park: the dream of being an artist e,

Sunggon-Park is from South Korea and is 46 years old. Her dream has always

been to be an artist. She first got her hands on the airbrush in junior high school

to paint a plastic model like Gunpla (Gundam Plastic Model). Late last year

(around October), she bought an FDM-type 3D printer to print an articulated

toy for her second child. At the same time, she found that there were several )

types of 3D models available online and that, while she was using an FDM prin- ’”/ N
4

» F =
»
¥

ter, resin printers were available at very low prices. Soon there would also be a
line of 4K printers. So she started 3D printing and painting at the right time.
When she was painting resin figures from the store, she found it very difficult to correct mista-
kes when painting, or if something was accidentally damaged while painting. But with a 3D
printer, mistakes are not a problem. If something gets painted wrong or accidentally breaks,
it's easy to print it out again and make it again at any time!
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Aragorn (Lord of the Rings)

Sunggon really liked this model. She compared the 3D mesh face to Aragorn's real face se-
veral times and thought, "Will it look similar when | paint it? Can | paint it similarly? Is it fun
to paint the face and body of Aragorn?" With those conditions in mind, Aragorn was cho-
sen. To print it, she used her Mono X and Mini 4K printer. In 2 days it was printed. Painting
took 3-4 days, 2 of which were just for the face.

www.instagram.com/elfswood
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Christoph Bonning: A childhood Dream gl

Christoph Bédnning is Creative Di-
rector in his own creative
agency near Frankfurt, Ger-
many. Through his commu-
nication design studies, he
first learned airbrushing phy-
sically, among many other
creative techniques, and la-
ter adapted it to digital
techniques using a Wacom
tablet in Photoshop. Having

been addicted to model ma-
king as a child, it made sense to
combine his hobby with his pro-
fession, so he soon began pain-
ting models. After a long break, he
started building models again about
10 years ago using classic
plastic model kits. First and
foremost, he always devo-
ted himself to sci-fi the-
mes, which he loved as a
child and most of which is
quite uncommercial. So he
found it very difficult to get commer-

cial kits for the things he likes to build, so he
decided to design and print them himself. For him, there is no alternative
to 3D printing when looking for special and individual kits. Printing each
one of them is a childhood dream come true for him. Plus, as a designer, he
had the fortunate opportunity to learn 3D modeling as part of his job. One
of the great things about 3D printing for him is that he can create 3D mo-
dels digitally first and then see them come to life.

Battletech Timberwolf

Christoph has loved the Battletech
universe since childhood. For al-
most 10 years he was looking for a
good commercial kit of a Mad Cat,
and it has always been a dream of
his to build one. But there is only
one really messy, hard to get, old
resin kit of it. The Timberwolf is
the modern descendant of the ico-
nic Mad Cat, and when he found
this great kit, he decided to build
it first. It took him about 13 hours
to print and about 4 weeks to
paint, about 10-12 hours, not In-
cluding research.

www.artdergestaltung.de
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An Exciting lneroducon
Course in \irbrindving

A complete Intro
course at your fingertips!

Workbook pages make it
easy to follow along.

Cumulative skill building
and simple, step-by-step
instruction make it easy
to learn!

You get 50+ lessons and
4 beautiful final projects!

INSTITUTE
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About one and a half year ago US artist Steve
Gibson was contacted for a private commission.
The subject was to be focused around a custom
Shovelhead built during 2012 and aptly named
“Question Everything”, a tribute to the legacy of
the late “Indian Larry”, a well-known bike builder

AIRBRUSH STEP BY STEP No. 62

from Brooklyn, New York, USA. Here is the story
and some of the philosophy behind the making of
the painting “Solitude” painted during the Spring
2020 just as the Coronavirus Pandemic set in
worldwide and solitude started to become a nor-
mal and forced existence — not a chosen one.



|

[ .

- . ' \ ALY -~
- I | ~  / 1‘ M—-ﬂr ‘,":-
\ p .V ) .

.*f\r " A

{

\ , &L\ -
N - ) ) ,{ /' H' . e
. \ k-\‘r #‘ ) J\$‘ \\ | ) | ﬂ

EQUIPMENT - SOLITUDE

Airbrush: lwata HP-CS and HP-C Plus

Paints: Createx Grisaille Grey-Master Set, House of Kolor
Shimrin 2 Basecoat, House of Kolor Shimrin 2 Bright White,

0 1 Choice of Paints and Grisaille technique
Back in early 2017 | teamed up with Createx Colors to
develop a grey line of paint which would later become the
paint kit Air Oil and Lead “Grisaille Grey-Master Set”. This
paint kit is based off of my color recipes that | had become
familiar with working in urethanes using House of Kolor
paint. It has been my general approach to airbrushing since
the late 1990s. My familiarity with urethanes and my 20 years
using this as my primary paint still makes this my go to paint
system for major projects. | was fortunate enough to work
with Createx Colors in developing a very accurate grayscale
paint based off of the Munsell Color System, a system of color
that has been around since the first decade of the 20th
century. This water-based paint line has accurately influenced
my gray mixes using House of Kolor, and has greatly
expanded the audience with which | can teach this
airbrushing method too. | am fortunate enough to be dealing
with two paint systems of which | can bounce back-and-forth
between comparing the various chemistries and mixing ratios

to make my color application both more efficient and
accurate.

0 The surface

After compositing several photos and a little splicing
and dicing in Adobe Photoshop, the image was established
that would serve as the basis for my painting “Solitude”. At
152 x 122 cm (60 x 48 inches) the spirit of the piece would
serve as a reminder that often, greatness and artistic beauty
are born during the silent and long hours of working alone.
Every project starts with a blank canvas. Sometimes mine are
large and flat surfaces but most of the time they're curvy and
fast. Regardless of what paint | use, my process almost always
starts the same way when it’s convenient and efficient: On a
neutral gray surface (Munsell Grey #5) with a pencil transfer.

) oz Solitude | STEP BY STEP ////
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House of Kolor Shimrin 2 Jet Black

Surface: aluminum panel, 152 x 122 cm (60 x 48 inches)

L' 13 SHIMRIN 2 $2-26.Q01/BRIGHT WHITE
- . SHIMRIN 2 $2-25/JET BLAC
*BY WEIGHT UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIE
| i.
‘i ‘.. hq

ALL (DROPS) ARE DONE WITH A PIPPE
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WHITE BLACK

N9 9GRAMS + 1 DROP
N8 9G6RAMS + 2 DROPS
N7 8.5GRAMS + 4 DROPS
N6 9GRAMS + TGRAM
N5 4 GRAMS + 1TGRAM
N4 2 GRAMS +1 GRAM
N3 3GRAMS +2 GRAMS
N2 1 GRAM + 1 GRAM
N1 2 GRAMS + 5 GRAMS
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STEP BY STEP | Solitude”

) “» Abstract spaces

““ = When | transfer my imagery, light and dark abstract
spaces are more important to me than a detailed line dra-
wing. This helps me very quickly establish an interesting
Image that consists of dark, medium and light contrast of
which | can better build my imagery. My drawings are not
normally accurate as far as detail, but | try to make them as
accurate as | can as far as proportion. | tend to fine-tune the
details of my image during the painting process.
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/1 Limited tonal range

"7 Personally, when | start a painting | start with the
most interesting part of the image. | find that | become enga-
ged with the image quickly and that gets me motivated and
emotionally involved right from the beginning. It also allows
me if | so choose, to quickly show progress to my client and
that helps with the morale for everybody involved with the
project, both painter and patron! Here | am immediately con-
cerning myself with the dark, medium and light values. | am
laying the foundation of which to compare my other values
as the painting progresses. It also takes a lot of the guesswork
out of value placement as | only allow myself to paint within
a limited tonal range in the beginning of my artworks. This
keeps me from getting too dark or too light, and allows me
to systematically step my values outward toward extreme
dark and light without making too large of steps. It's about
control, not guess work.

“ Consistent approach

W w’ When you are working big, sometimes it can seem a
bit ominous to be consistent with your practices. It's best to
pick an approach that you can carry through to the very end.
This defines your work as a cohesive whole. Often I'll observe
other artists who start strong and exhaust their best efforts in
the beginning and fade in their effort and motivation as the
project wears on. It is important to have a good plan in the
beginning that you can carry through to the very end.

AIRBRUSH STEP BY STEP No. 62




0 Details

In this picture | am starting to
realize the details in and around the gas
(petrol) tank. What | am trying to fig-
ure out is one of two things at this
point. How long is it taking me to get
to a certain level of detail that will
make both myself and my client happy.
And secondly, just how much detail will
it take for me to realize an image (in
this case a motorcycle) that will be mind
blowing at first glance but not
overindulgent and over-painted. By
“over-painted” | am saying that not all
details are necessary to convey a visual
truth. We are visual communicators try-
ing to tell a story. Like a writer who
chooses his/her words wisely when
telling a story, | find the same holds true
with my approach to painting: which
paints strokes or airbrush marks are best
to tell my story?

07 Additive process

My original reference for this bike was not of the
highest quality relative to the size | was commissioned to
paint the piece. | had to figure out a lot of the details right
on my panel. Being that my process is a completely additive

one (no erasing, scratching) | have the freedom to overlap my

elements and change direction at will. Because | freehand

mostly everything, It makes moving through complex im-
agery a more fluid process and not so painful because | am
not married to taping/masking out specific areas and not
changing direction. If something does not look right or
presents itself as incorrect, | just paint over that element
much in a similar fashion that a traditional artist would on

canvas.

No. 62 AIRBRUSH STEP BY STEP
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" % This is a more detailed photo

taken at an angle that demonstrates
the development of the core of the mo-
torcycle from initial pencil sketch to a
more detailed and realized engine
area. You can see a lot of my develop-
mental lines at work as well as a lot of
pushing and pulling of dark and light
values. | will repeat the same process
with my strokes making them smaller
and more accurate as the painting pro-
gresses. It's this approach that allows
me to paint imagery, even from a poor
reference. It is also important to realize
that knowing “how” something is con-
structed and made can very much aid in
the painting process when that infor-
mation is not present. This can be done
by drawing and observation of similar
objects — the ability to draw, | believe, is
the foundation for a good artwork and
without question the foundation of
what it is to be a good artist. Don’t just
be a good airbrusher... be a good air-
brush artist. Practice these skills often
and with purpose.

% () Using the mahl stick
. = In this painting | am employing
a sign painters tool as well as a tradi-
tional oil painters tool. The mahl
stick. I've been using a mahl stick for
about a decade now with airbrush. | can
paint razor sharp lines for large and
small distances alike without the use<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>