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INTRODUCTION

Would you like to activate God’s healing power in your life?
Would you like to be used by God to heal others? God wants
to use you. Jesus himself gave us the mandate to heal in the
Great Commission when He said,

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all things that I have commanded you (Matthew
28:19-20).

I believe that God intended the ministry of healing to be a
matter of great importance in the life of all believers, not a side
issue. Jesus wants us to be disciples who embrace everything
He commanded us to do, not to pick and choose. When you
study the gospels and survey the early church, you will see
that healing was a normative part of the life of the early church,
not some unusual practice relegated to the few and the holy.
Jesus is to be our model in all things. He healed the sick and we
need to follow His model.

The ministry of healing is basic Christina discipleship. I
consider it Discipleship 101. Unfortunately, the ministry of



healing has been lost for much of the church. Some believe
healing is not for today; that is ceased with the establishment
of the early church. Others believe in healing but are not
confident that God can or will use themto heal the sick. Neither
of these is true. Healing is for the church today, and God will
use you to heal. This is the truth of the gospel.

In the pages ahead I want to help you break down the
barriers to healing that have been erected in your life and give
you practical, biblical teaching on how you can reclaim the
power to heal the sick. My prayer is that healing will once
again become the norm in the 21 century church and in your
life, and the life of every believer. It is my great desire to help
every Christian learn to walk in the supernatural power of the
Holy Spirit, as a normal part of daily life, exercising a// of the
gifts given to believers.

As we begin this study together, I want to give you a solid
biblical foundation for the ministry of divine healing, using
Scripture to show you how easy it is to release God’s power to
heal. If you consider yourself a follower and disciple of Jesus,
you are already qualified to walk in God’s healing power. It
really is that simple. God can use you to release His healing
power and change the world around you, but it all starts with
figuring out what you believe about your qualifications to
carry His power. Healing ministry is not reserved for the
spiritually elite. It was not exclusive to the apostles, disciples,
or the early church. You are qualified to be used by God to
heal.



God is not the one restraining the church from stepping out
in His supernatural power. It is up to us to combat the lie that
we are not qualified to heal, and start believing that we have
what God says we have! He provides the power. We just need
to learn how to partner with Him.

It’s important you understand foundational biblical truths
about healing. The One who healed in times past still heals
today. Scripture is quite clear when it tells us that, “Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Heb. 13:8).
Jesus has commissioned you and I to do the same works that
He did while He was physically present on the earth (see John
14:12). In fact, He tells us that we will do even greater works
than He did. When Jesus says greater; 1 believe He means that
the works we do in His name in the power of the Holy Spirit will
be greater in size and scope because He [Jesus] is no longer on
the earth restricted to a single human body. He now lives in
each one of us. Think of it—Jesus living inside each believer—
that is an amazing increase of the presence and power of God
on the earth today! Imagine how we could bring the Kingdom
of God to bear on this broken and hurting world if every
believer understood and operated from a position of Christ
within us!

Because of His atoning work on the cross, every single
person who places their trust in Jesus becomes eligible to be
filled with the Holy Spirit. When Jesus walked the earth, He
alone carried the presence and person of the Holy Spirit, for
Jesus alone was a fit vessel to be filled with the presence of
holy God. Holiness could only indwell perfection. The Spirit



could not indwell sinful humanity because He needed a
compatible vessel in order to take up habitation. This is why
Jesus was the only one fit to have the Spirit come upon Him
and remain (see John 1:33).

Jesus lived a sinless life, died as our substitute, rose from
the grave, ascended to heaven, and sent the Holy Spirit. It was
only after the work of redemption was finished that He could
send the Spirit, because the Spirit needs a righteous place in
which to dwell. Jesus’ blood makes us righteous, which means
we are filled with the Spirit! I repeat: if you have placed your
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, and have
submitted your life to His lordship, then you are filled with the
same power that resided in Jesus that healed the sick, raised
the dead, and delivered the oppressed.

When Jesus died on the cross, He made provision for our
righteousness. He made it possible for sinful people to
positionally become the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus
(see 2 Cor. 5:21). Faith in Jesus’ atonement transforms our
position before God. Previously we were sinners and thus
alienated from an intimate, personal relationship with God. As
unbelievers we could not carry God’s healing power because
we could not be vessels for His presence. You and I have no
power in and of ourselves. We have no ability to heal. It is only
the presence of the Holy Spirit within us that releases God’s
power through us. God went to extraordinary lengths to make it
possible for you and me to be filled with His presence so we
could, in turn, release His power to those in need around us.



GOD DOES NOT CALL THE QUALIFIED—
HE QUALIFIES THE CALLED

You may not feel qualified to be used by God to heal and
deliver. You may be thinking of all the reasons you are not
qualified to walk in this expression and demonstration of God’s
power. But the truth is, God is not looking for the perfect. He is
looking for the righteous! This is the power of Jesus’ blood—
that the unrighteous have become righteous in God’s sight.
You did not qualify yourself to receive the Spirit’s presence;
God did. If you think you are not qualified to lay your hands on
the sick and release God’s healing power, you are right. You
could not qualify yourself, so God did the job for you through
Jesus Christ. He did what you could not do.

Too many Christians today never move beyond the
promise of an afterlife in heaven because they are convinced
that their pasts, their mistakes, and their failures disqualify
them for superatural service on earth. Are there new levels of
anointing and power that you can walk in? Absolutely! Does
God call us to live lives that are consecrated, sanctified, and
holy? Yes, Scripture makes this abundantly clear. The problem
is that some believers are waiting until they are perfect before
they step out and take God at His Word where they are. This is
really a spiritual paradox.

When we step out and pray for the sick, what are we
practicing? We are practicing nothing other than obedience to
what Jesus commanded. Not only are we becoming channels
for God’s supematural power, but we are also cultivating the



fruit of the Spirit in our lives. It is not an either-or situation with
God. It is not the fruit of the Spirit or the gifts of the Spirit; it is
not the character of Christ or the power of Christ. It’s both!

When you respond to God’s leading by praying for the
sick, you are obediently fulfilling the commission of Jesus. You
are bringing the Kingdom of God into a specific situation, and
you are yielding to the Spirit’s prompting. Do not wait to
become qualified before you start walking in God’s healing
power. Resolve in your heart today that you will step out in
obedience and faith. Remember, God does not call the qualified;
He qualifies the called! You are called because of who lives
inside of you. There is a stewardship you have with the
presence and person of the Holy Spirit.

In the pages that follow I am going to show you very
practical ways in which you can cooperate with the Holy Spirit
in your everyday life so that you can embrace the power to
heal. He is after all the one who lives inside of us. Shouldn’t we
learn how to work with him?

Consider these words from the apostle Paul: “But we have
this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the
power may be of God and not of us” (2 Cor. 4:7). Believe it or
not, God uses your weaknesses and failures to demonstrate
that it is His delight to use broken vessels. If you continue to
wrestle with the issues of sanctification and holy living as
reasons why you are “waiting” for God to use you, remember
that stepping out and obediently doing the works of Jesus is a
means of sanctification. James tells us to be doers of the Word,
not merely hearers only (see James 1:22). Jesus makes it



abundantly clear that the pathway to sanctification is doing
what He says. When we obey what He has told us to do, we
are building our lives on the solid rock (see Matt. 6:24-29; 7:24).

We have seven concepts about the power to heal still to
examine, but you will not be able to receive and apply their
truths until you fully embrace the truth that you are qualified
for this kind of supernatural service. By His grace alone you
are qualified. God is with you! It is not you who performs the
miracle or brings the healing. You are simply a vessel of clay
but you do carry the presence of the One who can do all
things. Nothing is impossible to the Holy Spirit who has taken
up residence within you. Live like this is true and you will
begin to see God demonstrate His healing power in and
through your life in miraculous ways.



PART 1

ACTIVATE

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you.
—ACTS 1:8






Chapter 1

HEALING AND THE GOSPEL—
THEN AND NOW

How do you receive and release God’s supernatural power to
heal the sick? First, you do not need to convince God to use
you. He is already set on that. If you are a believer in Jesus
Christ, then you are already qualified for the healing ministry.
To receive this power, you simply need to believe that the Holy
Spirit within you is capable of healing the sick. Your belief does
not add to or subtract anything from God’s power working in
you. The Bible is truth. What we believe is important because it
determines how we respond to truth. If we do not believe the
Spirit of God within us desires to heal others through us, we
will not appropriate and release His healing power. It’s
available. It’s within you. You simply need to step out, believe
you are anointed, trust that God wants to use you, and start
taking risks.



Lack of knowledge is one barrier that keeps many
Christians from stepping out in the healing ministry. Either they
have been given incorrect information about God’s ability or
willingness to heal, or they have simply heard nothing about it
at all. In the pages ahead, I want to lay out the basic essentials
of God’s healing power and biblically clarify that He still heals
today.

IF YOU ARE A BELIEVER IN JESUS CHRIST, THEN YOU ARE
ALREADY QUALIFIED FOR THE HEALING MINISTRY.

HEALING TODAY

Healing the sick is not a side issue; it is actually a key
benefit of the atoning work of Jesus Christ. While He came to
forgive our sins and remove the barrier that separated
humanity from God, His work on the cross also made provision
for our physical healing. We see this prophetically expressed in
Isaiah 53:4-5, which speaks of the coming Messiah:

Surely He took up our pain and bore our suffering,
yet we considered Him punished by God, stricken by
Him, and afflicted. But He was pierced for our
transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on Him,
and by His wounds we are healed (NIV).



HEALING THESICK IS NOTA SIDEISSUE; ITIS ACTUALLY A
KEY BENEFIT OF THE ATONING WORK OF JESUS CHRIST.

Jesus is the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53 who carries our
infirmities and our diseases. This provision for divine healing
in the atonement is confirmed later on in Matthew 8:16-17, as
Matthew’s evidence that Jesus was fulfilling Isaiah 53.

When evening came, many who were demon-
possessed were brought to Him, and He drove out the
spirits with a word and healed all the sick. This was
to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet
Isaiah: “He took up our infirmities and bore our
diseases” (NIV).

And the apostle Peter confirms it in his epistle, describing
the Lord’s passion:

Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the
tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for
righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed (1
Peter 2:24).

We live in a fallen world that has been stained by sin. This
is why we have sickness, disease, and illness. Emotional
dysfunction and torment abound because this planet is still
under the influence of the prince of the power of the air, who is
Satan (see Eph. 2:2). Medical and psychiatric help can benefit
many people. In fact, the very practice of medicine in and of



itself reveals the healing heart of God. He desires for people to
be whole and restored in every area of their lives. Sometimes
medical help is slow, unhelpful, and even detrimental. The fact
of the matter is that we cannot place our ultimate confidence in
medicine, as it is fallible. This is why it is so important for you
to learn to release God’s power in your life. The world is
looking for answers. People are desperate for solutions to their
maladies. While we as believers do not claim to have all the
answers, we are filled with the Spirit of the One who has all
wisdom, power, and healing virtue. Alone we have nothing, but
filled with Christ we have everything.

ALONE WE HAVE NO THING, BUT FILLED WITH CHRISTWE
HAVE EVERYTHING.

It is through the atoning work of Jesus that God provides
many blessings for the world He so loves. Jesus’ victory over
the dominion of darkness is absolutely complete. The power of
His blood impacts every realm of living—the spirit, soul, and
body. For us to truly live in the atonement means we live froma
position of absolute victory, which includes freedom over
bondage to sin, shame, guilt, demonic oppression, torment,
curses, satanic activity, sickness, disease, and emotional
illness. This is what the cross has made available to you and to
everyone else who receives its fullness. As Christians, we have
a wealth of inheritance to draw from. We do not need to twist
God’s arm to give these things to us; they are freely provided.
It’s time for us to access everything God makes available to



believers, and to start releasing these things to the world
around us.

For a more complete understanding of how to access your
inheritance in Christ, I encourage you to read There Is More:
The Secret to Experiencing Gods Power to Change Your Life.
In its pages you will find a more comprehensive teaching on
how you can personally appropriate God’s blessings for
yourself or have them activated through impartation. Right
now, however, I want us to focus on laying a foundation for
stepping into the ministry of healing. It’s time for you to freely
give what you have freely received in Christ. Interestingly
enough, the very context of this phrase—“freely received,
freely give”—is supermnatural ministry. As Jesus was
instructing His disciples, He said:

And as you go, preach, saying, “The kingdom of
heaven is at hand.” Heal the sick, cleanse the
lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you
have received, fieely give (Matthew 10:7-8).

In Christ, you have freely received God’s supernatural
power. Now it’s time to activate and freely release what you
have received through the atonement.

HEALING AND THE GOSPEL

Some who claim to believe in divine healing are quick to
classify it as secondary to the miracle of salvation—the new



birth. Of course this is true. There is no greater miracle than a
dead heart converted from darkness and translated into the
Kingdom of God (see Col. 1:13). However, in our effort to
emphasize the priority and pricelessness of salvation, we tend
to give healing an improper, subservient role in advancing the
gospel.

SUPERNATURAL HEALING IS NOT A SIDE ITEM SEPARATE
FROM THE GOSPEL; ITIS PARTOF THE GOSPEL OF THE
KINGDOM OF GOD.

Recognize that supernatural healing is not a side item
separate from the gospel; it is part of the gospel of the
Kingdom of God. If you have ever heard the term full gospel, it
usually describes a message that is accompanied by power.
Paul made this very clear when he wrote, “the kingdom of God
is not in word but in power” (1 Cor. 420). While there is a
verbal element to sharing the gospel, the complete and full
presentation of this “message” comes through supernatural
demonstration.

Consider once again the words of Paul, who concludes his
letter to the church in Rome:

For I will not dare to speak of any of those things
which Christ has not accomplished through me, in
word and deed, to make the Gentiles obedient—in
mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit
of God, so that from Jerusalem and round about to



Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ
(Romans 15:18-19).

WHEN POWER IS RELEASED, THE GOSPELIS ACTUALLY
PRESENTED IN PRO CLAMATION AND DEMO NSTRATION.

To embrace a full or complete gospel is to believe that we
have been given more than just teaching or a message. It is to
believe that our message is one that is delivered through
power. When power is released, the gospel is actually
presented in proclamation and demonstration. This is why Paul
likely used the phrase “ fully preached the gospel of Christ.”
He did not simply come with a message comprised of words,
oration, and eloquence. The Greeks were quite proficient in
delivering swirling words using their stunning oratory skills.
As believers, we carry something greater than philosophy or
knowledge. God Himself dwells within us and delivers His
message to the world using miracles, signs, and wonders. This
is the gospel of the Kingdom we are to proclaim.

John the Baptist proclaimed this gospel in the wilderness
(see Matt. 3:2). When Jesus arrived on the scene, not only did
He continue to preach this gospel but He also demonstrated it.
He gave visible expression to what this gospel looked like.

I want to pause here and clarify for those who are wrestling
with a gospel-of-the-Kingdom paradigm. This paradigm does
not count salvation as merely one blessing among others.
Conversion is absolutely pivotal for entry into the Kingdom.



Salvation was and is the exclusive means by which someone
enters the Kingdom of God. There is no other means of entry
into the Kingdom except through believing in the redemptive
work of the Lord Jesus Christ. If you are a Christian, you have
experienced this incredible spiritual trans formation.

AS BELIEVERS, WE CARRY SOMETHING GREATER THAN
PHILOSOPHY OR KNOWLEDGE. GOD HIMSELF DWELLS
WITHIN US.

But here is the problem so many believers face today:
You’ve made Jesus Lord of your life. You have experienced a
life-changing conversion. You were translated out of darkness
into the family of God. You eagerly anticipate your home in
heaven...one day. The logical question is, “What about
today?” We cannot buy into a gospel that works in heaven but
not on earth. The gospel is every bit as relevant to us on earth
today as it will be in heaven. Jesus did not inaugurate a system
that would only become useful after we die or when He returns
to earth in the second coming. His atoning work on the cross
made it possible for you and me to become vessels of God’s
power, continuing Jesus’ restorative mission on earth today.






Chapter 2

JESUS HEALED THE SICK

WHAT WOULD JESUS ACTUALLY DO?

Back in the 1990s, the popular question in the Christian
community was, “What would Jesus do?” We must be careful
not to limit our answer exclusively to moral character
development. To be honest with our answer we must look
closely at Scripture. In Acts 10:38, we read “ how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power, who went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” Like Luke,
John also tells us “the Son of God was manifested, that He
might destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 3:8). One of the
ways that Jesus destroyed the works of the devil was to
minister divine healing and deliverance to the sick and afflicted.
We have been commissioned to continue this ministry of



destroying the works of Satan today.

Why was divine healing so important in the life and
ministry of Jesus? Consider the following:

e Divine healing was proof that Jesus was the long-
awaited Messiah.

e Divine healing was proof that Jesus had authority on
earth to forgive sins.

e Divine healing was proofto others that the Kingdom of
God was at hand.

e Divine healing was proof of God’s love and
compassion.

e Divine healing was proof of God’s power and authority
over disease.

Additionally, miraculous healings were key tools that Jesus
used to draw people to Himself. He never meant for this
ministry of healing to stop with Him alone. As He was
preparing to send out the disciples in John 20, Jesus said, “4s
the Father has sent Me, I also send you” (John 20:21).
Essentially, Jesus was telling the disciples, “What the Father
sent Me to do, you are going to do the same things.” This
seems to echo His words in John 14:12:

Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me,
the works that I do he will do also; and greater



works than these he will do, because I go to My
Father:

This commission is available for us today. Not only are we
qualified to walk in God’s healing power, but we are actually
commissioned to minister healing to others.

As you read through the four gospels it is abundantly clear
that healing the sick was a central part of Jesus’ earthly
ministry. From the moment He launched His public ministry,
healing was a key component because it was His mission. In
Luke 4:18, Jesus, citing Isaiah 61, says,

The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has
anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He
has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed.

He specifically mentions healing the brokenhearted,
bringing deliverance to the captives, recovering sight to the
blind, and setting the oppressed free. Time after time the gospel
writers” descriptions of Jesus placed teaching, healing, and
exorcism in the same context (see Matt. 4:23-25) because these
things comprised His earthly ministry.

Let’s look at what the Bible has to say about why Jesus
healed the sick and why He continues to heal today.

#1: BECAUSE HE WAS SENT BY THE



FATHER

Jesus was sent by His Father to complete His Father’s
mission on earth. Several times we see Jesus describing how
the Father “sent Him.”

But I have a greater witness than John; for the
works which the Father has given Me to finish—the
very works that I do—bear witness of Me, that the
Father has sent Me (John 5:36).

For I have come down fiom heaven, not to do My
own will, but the will of Him who sent Me (John
6:38).

Then Jesus said to them, “I shall be with you a little
while longer, and then I go to Him who sent Me”
(John 7:33).

#2: BECAUSE SOMEONE ASKED HIM TO
HEAL

Jesus healed in response to those in need. This included
the multitudes who were sick, as well as friends and family.

Four instances of particular note are: Jesus healing the
centurion’s servant (see Matt. 8:5-13), Jesus healing Jairus’
daughter (see Mark 5:22-24,35-43), Jesus healing the leper (see
Matthew 8:2-3), and Jesus healing the crowds who came to Him



as He was preaching (see Luke 4:40).

#3: BECAUSE MIRACLES, SIGNS, AND
WONDERS REVEAL THE FATHER

One revelation of God’s nature is healing. Since Jesus was
sent to show us the Father, it follows that He would do this in
part by ministering healing. In the book of Exodus, God reveals
Himself as Healer: “For I am the Lord who heals you” (Exod.
15:26). This self-revelation confirms that throughout history
God’s very nature was defined by healing. We also see this in
Psalm 103:3, as King David describes God as one “who
forgives all your iniquities, who heals all your diseases.”

By doing the works of God, Jesus gave the world the most
accurate picture of who the invisible God is. This is why Paul
writes in Colossians 1:15 that “Christ is the visible image o}
the invisible God” (NLT).

The works of Jesus give us a clear view of God’s will to
bring healing and wholeness to the earth, because the Son
only does what He first saw His Father doing.

Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you,
the Son can do nothing by Himself; He can do only
what He sees His Father doing, because whatever
the Father does the Son also does” (John 5:19 NIV).

#4: BECAUSE IT PROVED HIS IDENTITY AS



THE MESSIAH

Healing offers scriptural proof of Jesus’ clear identity as the
Messiah. Let’s revisit Luke 4:18-19 for a moment. In this
passage we see Jesus announce in the synagogue that He has
come to heal, deliver, bring liberty, and bind up the
brokenhearted. Then he rolls up the scroll and, to the shock of
everyone present, He says, “‘Today this Scripture is fulfilled
in your hearing’” (Luke 4:21). Based on what Jesus was
quoting from Isaiah 61, the expected Messiah was prophesied
to have a healing ministry. Jesus’ announcement that He was
the fulfillment of Isaiah 61 revealed that He is indeed the Savior
sent from God. Is it any wonder His statements caused such
stirring controversy among those who were present in the
synagogue that day?

HEALING O FFERS SCRIPTURALPROOF OF JESUS’ CLEAR
IDENTITY AS THE MESSIAH.

Jesus’ response to John the Baptist is another instance in
which He confirms His Messianic identity. While John was in
prison, he sent two of his disciples to Jesus, asking Him, “Are
You the Coming One, or do we look for another?” (Luke 7:19).
Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the things
you have seen and heard: that the blind see, the lame walk,
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear; the dead are raised, the
poor have the gospel preached to them” (Luke 7:22).



#5: AS PROOF OF HIS DIVINE AUTHORITY
TO FORGIVE SINS

In Mark 2:1-12 and Luke 5:17-26, we find the well-known
account of Jesus teaching in a crowded house. Four men carry
their paralyzed friend on a stretcher to the place where Jesus is
teaching, hoping to get him in front of Jesus because they
believe Jesus can heal him. Unable to get to Jesus because of
the crowds, they climb onto the roof, remove the tiles, and
lower their friend down on ropes. The scripture tells us that
Jesus not only healed the man, but He also forgave his sins.

When He saw their faith, He said to him, “Man, your
sins are forgiven you.” And the scribes and the
Pharisees began to reason, saying, “Who is this who
speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God
alone?”

But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, He
answered and said to them, “Why are you reasoning
in your hearts? Which is easier, to say, Your sins are
Jforgiven you, or to say, Rise up and walk’? But that
you may know that the Son of Man has power on
earth to forgive sins"—He said to the man who was
paralyzed, “I say to you, arise, take up your bed,
and go to your house.”

Immediately he rose up before them, took up what he
had been lying on, and departed to his own house,



glorifying God. And they were all amazed, and they
glorified God and were filled with fear, saying, “We
have seen strange things today!” (Luke 5:20-26).

JESUS RECO GNIZED THAT THERE WERE TWO CONFLICTING
KINGDOMS AT WAR ON THE EARTH—THE KINGDOM OF GOD
AND THEKINGDOM OF SATAN.

#6: AS PROOF THAT THE KINGDOM OF
HEAVEN WAS ON EARTH, AMONG MEN

Jesus recognized that there were two conflicting kingdoms
at war on the earth—the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of
Satan. As the Kingdom of God advanced on the earth, by
default the dominion and works of the enemy were being
destroyed (see 1 John 3:8). Practically speaking, God’s
Kingdom advanced through healing and deliverance, as both
were ways that Jesus loosed people from demonic affliction.

In Luke 13, as Jesus was setting a woman free from a spirit
of infirmity, He asked the religious synagogue ruler, “So ought
not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan
has bound—think of it—for eighteen years, be loosed from
this bond on the Sabbath?” (Luke 13:16). As this woman was
healed from the spirit of infirmity, the power of Satan was
broken over her life as the Kingdom of God came near to her.

Earlier in Luke 11, people were accusing Jesus of casting



out a demon by the power of Beelzebub, the ruler of demons.
He explains that it would be illogical for Satan to cast out
Satan, as this would bring division to his kingdom. He
continues, “But if I cast out demons with the finger of God,
surely the kingdom of God has come upon you” (Luke 11:20).

Healing and deliverance demonstrate that the Kingdom of
God has come near. Jesus announced the emergence of this
Kingdom through preaching and demonstrated its arrival by
healing the sick and casting out demons. We can do the same
today with the power of the One who lives in us—the power of
Jesus Christ!






Chapter 3

WHY WE SHOULD HEAL THE
SICK

Now that you have received an overview of why Jesus healed
the sick, it is important for you to grasp that His mission is
your mission. Healing was not exclusive to Jesus’ earthly
ministry. It continued in the book of Acts, throughout the early
church, and the expectation is for it to remain a key part of the
gospel throughout time immemorial. Since Jesus’ mission
belongs to you, let’s examine the reasons that you, as a Spirit-
empowered believer, have also been called to heal the sick.

#1: JESUS IS OUR MODEL

If you believe in Jesus, you are called and empowered to do
the same works that He did. This commission comes directly
from the words of Jesus. It is not locked into a certain period of



history or a specific dispensation; it is the normative
expectation of all believers throughout all of time, to do the
works of Jesus, which includes healing the sick, among many
other things. Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in
Me, the works that I do he will do also... (John 14:12).

IF YO U BELIEVE IN JESUS, YOU ARE CALLED AND
EMPO WERED TO DO THE SAME WO RKS THAT HE DID.

#2: GOD USES PEOPLE TO RELEASE THE
BLESSINGS OF THE ATONEMENT

Isaiah 53 prophetically confirms that divine healing is
provided in the atoning work of Christ. How is this healing
power appropriated and released then? Generally, it is released
through people like you and me. This is God’s plan for a
collaborative relationship with humanity. Consider how God
collaborates with us. God uses people to preach salvation, to
teach sanctification, to exercise spiritual gifts that edify the
body of Christ, to bring deliverance from demonic torment, and
to break the curses of poverty and hopelessness.

God is almighty and sovereign and is more than capable of
doing all of these things by His own supernatural power—and
on some occasions, He does. However, God’s primary method
of operation is to use anointed human beings to carry out His
redemptive purposes on the earth.



GOD’S PRIMARY METHOD OF OPERATION IS TO USE
ANOINTED HUMAN BEINGS TO CARRY OUT HIS REDEMPTIVE
PURPOSES.

#3: GOD USES PEOPLE TO RELEASE THE
BLESSING OF HEALING

Throughout the Old Testament, most of the recorded
healings came about through the physical activity of a prophet
or leader. Even under the Old Covenant, people were
instrumental vessels for the ministry of healing. Here are a few
examples:

1. Moses prayed for Miriam’s healing from
leprosy (see Num. 12:13).

2. Elisha prayed to raise the widow’s son from
the dead (see 2 Kings 4:18-37).

3. Elisha sent Naaman to bathe in the Jordan
River for his healing (see 2 Kings 5:1-19).

4. Isaiah ordered a poultice for Hezekiah’s
healing (see 2 Kings 20:1-11).

As we transition into the New Testament, the gospels are
full of instances where Jesus directly brought healing, usually
with the touch of His hand or through some other physical



action, but we also find numerous accounts of healings worked
by the Lord through the agency of human beings. Jesus sent
His disciples out to preach and heal the sick (see Matt. 10;
Mark 6; Luke 9 and 10). Even though the Holy Spirit had not
yet come upon all believers—because Jesus was still on the
earth—by commissioning the disciples to preach the Kingdom
and heal the sick, Jesus was acclimating them to what would
become normative once the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost.

WE ARE THE VEHICLES AND VESSELS GOD WANTS TO USE
TO RELEASE HIS DIVINE HEALING PO WER.

The book of Acts is filleld with examples of believers
carrying out Jesus’ mission to heal the sick. For instance: Philip
healed many in Samaria (see Acts 8:5-7), Ananias healed Paul’s
eyes (see Acts 9:10-18), Peter healed the lame man at the temple
(see Acts 3:1-8), and healed Aeneas at Lydda (see Acts 9:32-
35). Peter raised Dorcas from the dead at Joppa (see Acts 9:36-
42). Paul raised Eutycus fromthe dead (see Acts 20:12), and we
are told that many extraordinary miracles were done by Paul in
Ephesus (see Acts 19:11-12). When we examine the New
Testament closely, there are few, if any instances of God
healing by His own sovereign power without using a human
agent.

If the blessing of divine healing provided in the atoning
sufferings of Jesus on the Cross is to be released among God’s
people and among unbelievers, it is important that we who



believe in Jesus are involved in ministering to the sick. We are
the vehicles and vessels God wants to use to release His divine
healing power.

#4: MINISTRY TO THE SICK
DEMONSTRATES GOD’S LOVE AND
REVEALS HIS HEART

As we continue the ministry of Jesus here on earth, we
recognize that we are called to do what He was anointed to do.
Once again, we find this list in Isaiah 61:1-4 and then repeated
in Luke 4:18-19, as Jesus defines the purpose for which He was
sent. God’s heart is to heal the broken-hearted, set captives
free, bring sight to the blind, liberate the oppressed, and
proclaimthe acceptable year of the Lord. All of these things are
motivated by God’s heart of compassion.

AS WE CONTINUE THE MINISTRY OF JESUS HERE ON EARTH,
WE RECO GNIZE THAT WE ARE CALLED TO DO WHAT HE WAS
ANOINTED TO DO.

The gospels introduce us to Jesus’ heart of compassion in
passages like Mathew 14:14: “When Jesus landed and saw a
large crowd, He had compassion on them and healed their
sick” (NIV). When the leper came to Jesus, asking to be
healed, we see that, “moved with compassion, Jesus reached
out and touched him. ‘I am willing,” He said. ‘Be healed!””



(Mark 1:41 NLT). This instance reveals both God’s willingness
to heal and His compassion that motivates the healing. In
Jesus’ statement, “I am willing,” we hear a powerful
expression of God’s heart.

The question then is, “Is healing for everyone?” 1 believe
you will discover the answer for yourself in the following
passages:

When evening had come, they brought to Him many
who were demon-possessed. And He cast out the
spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick
(Matthew 8:16).

We see that Jesus healed a// who were sick. Not some. Not
a sovereign select group. He healed a// who were sick and
demonized. Luke describes the same occasion using these
words:

Now when the sun was setting, all those who had
anyone sick with various diseases brought them to
Him; and He laid His hands on every one of them
and healed them (Luke 4:40).

Jesus healed everyone who came to Him for healing. There
were no exceptions! In fact, there is no record of anyone who
asked Jesus for healing that was denied, even when large
crowds pressed upon Him.



IT1S CHRIST’S AUTHORITY IN O PERATION THROUGH US TO
HEAL THE SICK AND REVEAL THE SUPREMACY OF GOD’S
POWER OVER ALL THINGS.

#5: HEALING THE SICK DEMONSTRATES
GOD’S SUPERNATURAL POWER

Jesus holds authority, which is given to Him by the Father,
over sickness and disease and demon oppression. When it
comes to our role in healing, it is interesting to note that before
presenting the Great Commission, Jesus announced, “All
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth”
(Matt. 28:18).

Since we are filled with the Spirit of Christ, we have also
received the authority of Christ. It is not our authority; it is
Christ’s authority in operation through us to heal the sick and
reveal the supremacy of God’s power over all things.

In the gospel accounts, when Jesus commissioned the
disciples to go into different towns and preach, He gave them
power. “when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He
gave them power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to
heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease” (Matt.
10:1). The authority and power to preach the Kingdom, heal the
sick, and cast out unclean spirits are one in the same power.
Luke confirms:

Then He called His twelve disciples together and



gave them power and authority over all demons,
and to cure diseases. He sent them to preach the
kingdom of God and to heal the sick.... So they
departed and went through the towns, preaching the
gospel and healing everywhere (Luke 9:1-2,6).

HEALING AND DELIVERANCE ARE EVIDENCE TO THE
UNBELIEVER OF THE POWER AND MERCY OF GOD.

#6: HEALING THE SICK ACCOMPANIES
AND AIDS EVANGELISM

Healing and deliverance are evidence to the unbeliever of
the power and mercy of God, and they will lead the lost to
repentance. Historically, in both Scripture and in the early
church, when an evangelist preached, it was the healings that
attracted attention and drew people to come and listen. When
we today give Jesus proper credit for healing, these
supernatural acts stir up belief in Jesus as the Healer, and thus
open the way for evangelism—to a profession of faith in God
and in Jesus as Lord and Savior. The New Testament is filled
with examples of miracles that had an evangelistic impact, some
of which we are going to examine in the next chapter.






Chapter 4

EVANGELISM AND HEALING

In Jesus’ ministry, many came to hear His preaching and
teaching because He healed the sick. John records:

After these things Jesus went over the Sea of Galilee,
which is the Sea of Tiberias. Then a great multitude
followed Him, because they saw His signs which He
performed on those who were diseased (John 6:1-2).

Jesus clearly stated that His audience should believe in
Him because of the signs, wonders, and miracles that
accompanied His ministry. These things were not a side item;
they were affirmations of His message and identity. Jesus said:

IfIdo not do the works of My Father, do not believe
Me: but if I do, though you do not believe Me,
believe the works, that you may know and believe
that the Father is in Me, and I in Him (John 10:37-



39).

EVANGELISTIC HEALINGS IN THE ACTS
CHURCH

The impact of healings on evangelistic ministry continues
in the book of Acts, after Jesus ascended to heaven and then
sent the Holy Spirit to empower His people. In Acts 3, we read
of the lame man healed by Peter at the gate of the temple called
Beautiful. That healing had a powerful evangelistic impact. The
lame man’s healing drew a crowd and Peter took the
opportunity to preach a message of repentance and turning
away fromsin. “Now as the lame man who was healed held on
to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the
porch which is called Solomon s, greatly amazed” (Acts 3:11).

In Acts 9, Peter heals Aeneas at Lydda. Aeneas had been
bedridden for eight years and was paralyzed when Jesus
healed him. As a result of this miracle, Luke records that “all
who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the
Lord” (Acts 9:35).

EVANGELISTIC HEALINGS TODAY

Like the apostle Paul before us, we must recognize the dual
nature of the gospel. The gospel is not simply a message of
words. It is also a demonstration of power. After having little
success preaching to the intellectuals in Athens, Paul went to
Corinth where he successfully planted a vital church. The



gospel that Paul preached is the same gospel you and I have
been called to proclaim today. Here are the words he addressed
to the church in Corinth:

And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come
with excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to
you the testimony of God. For I determined not to
know anything among you except Jesus Christ and
Him crucified. I was with you in weakness, in fear,
and in much trembling. And my speech and my
preaching were not with persuasive words of human
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of
power; that your faith should not be in the wisdom of
men but in the power of God (1 Corinthians 2:1-5).

LIKE THE APOSTLE PAUL BEFO RE US, WE MUST RECO GNIZE
THE DUALNATURE OF THE GO SPEL. THE GOSPELIS NOT
SIMPLY A MESSAGE OF WORDS. ITIS ALSO A
DEMONSTRATION OF PO WER.

Dr. C. Peter Wagner, former professor of church growth at
Fuller Theological Seminary, comments on the connection
between church growth and healing by divine power in his
book How to Have a Healing Ministry in Any Church.!
Wagner says that, on average, by far the greatest church
growth in the United States takes place in churches where
healing is a regular part of the ministry. He comments further
that the greatest church growth in the world is in countries



where healing is a regular part of the church’s ministry also. He
goes on to point out that the amazing, longstanding revival
currently going on in China and Argentina is sustained in large
measure by churches where healing is a regular part of their

ministry.
One must conclude that not only did Jesus see healing as a
central part of His ministry when He was on the earth, but He

continues to see healing as a central part of what He is doing
through the Holy Spirit on the earth today.

GOD HAS COMMISSIONED YOU TO HEAL
THE SICK

You have been commissioned to heal the sick. This task is
not for a set apart class of highly spiritual people. It was not
exclusive to Jesus, the apostles, or even the famous healing
evangelists. I wrote a book years ago called God Can Use
Little Ole Me. 1 still stand by that message because I was a
“little ole me” when the Holy Spirit commissioned me to heal
the sick.

SIGNS ARETO FOLLOW THOSE WHO BELIEVE.

If we are to fully preach the whole gospel today, we must
model the Lord Jesus and this includes healing the sick.
Healing is not intended as an option for us. When Jesus
commissioned the disciples to go into the towns and preach



the Kingdom of God, that message was tied to a demonstration
of healing and delivering power. When we look at the Great
Commission in Matthew 28, we see healing and deliverance
embraced as a mandate to all believers throughout all the ages.
In Mark 16 Jesus clarifies that His commission to us today is
no different in demonstration than it was when the disciples
walked with Him. Mark’s account links the preaching of the
gospel to healing the sick and other supernatural phenomena.
Just as Jesus instructed the disciples, He is instructing us.

Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature [to all creation] .... And these signs will
Jollow those who believe: In My name they will cast
out demons; they will speak with new tongues, they
will take up serpents; and if they drink anything
deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay
hands on the sick, and they will recover (Mark
16:15,17-18).

Pay attention to the fact that signs are to follow those who
believe. Are we today not those who believe? The words of
Scripture include not only those who believed in the days of
the first apostles and the early church, but to believers
throughout the ages. If the commission to preach the gospel is
still in effect for believers today, the sign that we shall lay
hands on the sick and the sick will recover is also still in effect.

IF THE COMMISSION TO PREACH THE GOSPELIS STILL IN
EFFECT FOR BELIEVERS TODAY, THE SIGN THAT WE SHALL



LAY HANDS ON THE SICK AND THE SICK WILL RECO VER IS
ALSO STILLIN EFFECT.

APRAYER OF IMPARTATION AND
BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

Before we end this chapter, I want to pray for you. If you
are born again, you have already received the person of the
Holy Spirit who now lives in you. That is part of the miracle of
the new birth—God Himself has come to dwell within you. Now
that you have received some basic information on wiy we have
been called to heal the sick, I want to pray for you to be
activated.

It’s simple. You don’t need to work anything up or try to
manufacture an experience. In fact, you may not feel anything
at all. Healing the sick is not feeling-based; it’s faith-driven. We
don’t pray for people only when we feel anointed or when we
feel some kind of sensation in our hands. Sometimes this
happens, but most of the time it does not. We do what Jesus
said because He told us to do it, plain and simple. We lay our
hands on the sick, in faith, believing that the Spirit of God is
the one doing the healing work.

HEALING THE SICK IS NO T FEELING-BASED; IT’S FAITH-
DRIVEN.



T encourage you to stretch out your hands and open them
before the Lord, as if you are receiving a gift. Then, simply read
these words, receive them in your heart, and believe that you
are being activated for supernatural ministry. I recommend you
read the prayer slowly, review it several times, and then wait
thirty seconds after the “more, Lord” part of the prayer each
time. Wait in expectant faith for God’s presence to come upon
you.

Father, in the name of Jesus, I ask that You would
meet the faith and hunger of the person holding this
book. I bless this person in the name of Jesus and
ask for Your Holy Spirit’s fire to come upon them. I
ask that You would release Your compassion and
love into this person’s heart right now. I ask that You
would especially impart the gifts of the word of
knowledge, healing, prophecy, and the workings of
miracles through this person in the days ahead. As
they wait in Your presence, Father, with hands
outstretched and palms raised, I ask that Your power
would touch their hands. Multiply Your power
Increase Your power. Baptize this reader in Your Holy
Spirit, and fill their soul with the peace of the Prince
of Peace.

More, Lord...
More, Lord...
More, Lord...

In Jesus’name I pray, amen.’
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PART 2

INTIMACY






Chapter 5

DISCOVER AND EXPERIENCE

He made known His ways to Moses, His acts to the children
of Israel.
—PSALM 103:7 ESV

THE HEALING WAYS OF GOD

Healing and miracles are the byproducts or fruits of those
who enjoy intimate fellowship with God and are committed to
doing His works. Once you activate God’s power in your life, I
want to encourage you to give your life to enjoying intimacy
and communion with God. The life of the believer is not simply
seeking healings, miracles, signs, and wonders. Those are not
the end goals of Christianity. Likewise, Jesus did not paint a
picture of the Christian life where these miraculous



demonstrations were absent. There is a balance to be
maintained.

INVITATION TO FRIENDSHIP AND
INTIMACY

Intimacy precedes fruit. To do His works, we first need to
know His ways. To move in healing power, we need to first
intimately know the Healer. Who are the ones who press in to
know the ways of God? They are those whose great prize in life
is intimacy with the Father.

TO MO VE IN HEALING POWER, WENEED TO FIRST
INTIMATELY KNOW THE HEALER.

What was Moses’ secret to knowing and experiencing the
ways of God? Intimacy! While Israel witnessed the miraculous
acts of God—which were outstanding and supernatural—
Moses knew God personally. And one of the very identities
that God revealed to Moses was “I am the Lord who heals
you” (Exod. 15:26). God revealed His identity to Moses in the
midst of their intimate relationship.

God reveals His ways to His friends. In Exodus 33:11, we
see that “the Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as one
speaks to a friend” (NIV). Under the Old Testament, friends of
God were few and far between. Moses and Abraham are the
only two people who are described as fiiends of God under the



Old Covenant. This is why Jesus’ revelation to His disciples in
John 15:14-15 is so incredible. A significant paradigm shift has
taken place through the Cross, where a divine communion that
was available only to a select, elite few has now been opened
to all. Jesus said,

You are My friends if you do whatever I command
you. No longer do I call you servants, for a servant
does not know what his master is doing; but I have
called you friends, for all things that I heard from My
Father I have made known to you.

In the Gospel of John, in chapters 14 through 16, Jesus
shares His final crucial words with His disciples before His
death. There are several key lessons within these passages of
Scripture that highlight intimacy with Jesus as it relates to the
ministry of healing.

The concepts we are going to examine are simple yet
profound. Like many for whom death is imminent, Jesus wanted
to share what He felt was most important to those gathered
around Him. As I read through these passages, I hear Jesus
giving His disciples the secrets of His power and His
relationship with the Father that grew out of His obedience.

JESUS TAUGHT THAT ONE OF THE PRIMARY WAYS THAT THE
FATHER RECEIVES GLORY IS WHEN THE CHURCH DOES THE
WORKS THAT JESUS DID.



THE FATHER RECEIVES GLORY

I want to begin our study of intimacy with John 14:10-14.
Within these five verses we find Jesus explaining to the
disciples how they can bring glory to God the Father. Jesus is
drawing a correlation between works done in His (Jesus’) name
and the glory the Father receives.

Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the
Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not
speak on My own authority; but the Father who
dwells in Me does the works. Believe Me that I am in
the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me
Jorthe sake of the works themselves.

Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me,
the works that I do he will do also; and greater
works than these he will do, because I go to My
Father. And whatever you ask in My name, that I
will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.
If you ask anything in My name, I will do it (John
14:10-14).

Sometimes Evangelicals get upset with Charismatics and
Pentecostals, mistakenly thinking that they are kind of “flakey,”
just out there looking for some excitement, some “goose
bumps.” This is not why we pursue the healing ministry.
Contrary to popular perception, a good portion of healing
ministry is the opposite of goose bumps and spectacle—it is



defeat, discouragement, and wondering why some people
don’t get healed. You will come to greater terms with this in the
chapter “The Agony of Defeat.”

Nevertheless, Jesus taught that one of the primary ways
that the Father receives glory is when the church does the
works that Jesus did. If you read John 14-16 in its full context,
you will see that Jesus is not just talking about works that we
can do in our natural ability. He is talking about works that
demand supernatural enablement, supernatural grace. These
kinds of works can only be accomplished in the power of the
Holy Spirit, and when they are done they bring glory to God.

Jesus wanted His disciples to understand this truth, and He
wants the church today to understand it also. In view of this,
know that a desire to move in the power and gifts of the Holy
Spirit it is not a flaky charismatic notion. Moving in the power
gifts of the Spirit is just as honorable and noble as walking in
the fruit of the Spirit, and is essential if we are to bring glory to
God. Jesus was always motivated by a desire to bring glory to
God and we should be also.

WALKING IN THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IS ESSENTIAL IF WE
ARETO BRING GLORY TO GOD.

ANOINTED FOR WORKS... AND GREATER
WORKS



Many people, when they read John 14:12, wonder who
Jesus is speaking to in this passage. He says, “Most assuredly,
Isay to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will
do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go
to My Father.” Some claim that He was only speaking to the
apostles, but when we closely examine this verse we see that is
not the case. The only condition here is belief. He does not
say, “I tell you the truth, the apostles who have faith in Me will
do what I have been doing...” Rather, He says that “anyone
who believers in Me...” Many have tried to take the words of
Jesus here and say that they apply only to the elders of the
church, but that is not what Jesus said.

I have a friend who is an elder in a church near my home.
He is a chiropractor. One of his employees is a Christian. We
were talking one day and I asked this employee if she prayed
for the people they treated. Her response was, “Oh, no. I would
never pray foranybody.” I said, “Well, why not?” and she said,
“Well, in James 5 it says to let the elders pray for the sick—to
call for the elders. We believe in healing and we let the elders of
our church pray for the sick, but only the elders.” This is a
common view held by many in the church, but it is not what
Jesus said in John 14:12. He was speaking to all of us—anyone
who believes in Him.

JESUS’ PRIMARY ASSIGNMENT WAS NOTTO COME AND BE
GOD ON THE EARTH; IT WAS TO BECO ME FULLY HUMAN
WHILE ALSO BEING FULLY GOD.



And if we study this passage a little more closely, we see
that Jesus has attached a condition to His promise. He tells us
that we must have faith in Himif we are to do the works that He
did. Faith is the condition needed for this promise to become
reality. We must be careful not to emphasize the promises of
Jesus and skip the conditions—that is not biblical.

There are people who will ask, “If we are to do what Jesus
did and more, why are we not seeing the ‘more’ spoken of
here?” They say that the ministry of Jesus was a short three
years, but we have much more time, so why are we not seeing
more miracles? Their reasoning is that more of the miraculous
would detract from Jesus, but I completely disagree. I think
more miracles would actually bolster His ministry. Jesus’
primary assignment was not to come and be God on the earth;
it was to become fully human while also being fully God.

I believe that Jesus Christ was very God of very God and
very man of very man without being a tertium quid, as the
Creed of Chalcedon said. A fertium quid means a third type of
being. When we see Jesus we see God, because Jesus Himself
tells us, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John
14:9), and “I and My Father are one” (John 10:30). Jesus was
perfectly yielded to the Father’s will. He never violated the
Father’s intentions. Everything that Jesus did was a perfect
reflection of who the Father is. Paul writes in Colossians 1:15
that “Christ is the visible image of the invisible God” (NLT).

EVERYTHING THAT JESUS DID WAS A PERFECT REFLECTION
OF WHO THE FATHER IS.



When we fully understand this concept, it becomes evident
that Jesus died not just so we could go to heaven. Jesus
wanted to do more than just get us to heaven. He wanted to
create a community of believers who could bring heaven to
earth by the power that was going to be given in His name. The
Bible teaches much more than salvation in the afterlife. When
Jesus defines eternal life, He does not just describe a post-
death experience where we live forever in heaven. He said,
“Now this is eternal life: that they know You, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom You have sent” (John 17:3 NIV).






Chapter 6

RECEIVE THE SPIRIT OF
CHRIST

A CHARISMATIC COMMUNITY

Jesus died so that the people of God could receive the Holy
Spirit and become a charismatic community living in intimacy
with Him. When I say charismatic, 1 am talking about those
who are endowed with grace. The word charismatic comes
from the Greek term, charismata, in 1 Corinthians 12, which
means gracelets, grace gifts, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. We
are talking about God Himself coming upon us, about being
rooted in grace. The Holy Spirit no longer just comes upon
prophets, priests, and kings as He did in the Old Testament.
Under the New Covenant, the Holy Spirit now comes upon all
of God’s people. (See Acts 2:17 and Joel 2:28.) We are able to



experience conversion and regeneration in a way that the
people of the Old Testament were not. We have God in us and
upon us, and when He comes upon us, He writes His law in our
hearts and then gives us the power to live out His will.

JESUS DIED SO THAT THE PEOPLE OF GOD COULD RECEIVE
THE HOLY SPIRIT AND BECOME A CHARISMATIC
COMMUNITY LIVING IN INTIMACY WITH HIM.

You might still be saying that you cannot believe that the
words of Jesus actually mean “greater things,” but I know a
man who has raised four people from the dead. We only have
reference to Jesus raising three from the dead. In fact, this man
has raised four people from the dead, and his brother, who is
illiterate, has raised seven! Many people who hear such
testimonies gawk in disbelief. Whether they believe it or not, it
is true. These miraculous demonstrations of raising the dead
and healing bring great glory to God.

Jesus died so that men like these, and many others, could,
in fact, raise the dead. Jesus died so that even illiterate men
could have power in His name, because it was not my friend or
his brother who raised the dead, it was the power of the Holy
Spirit that was on Jesus who came upon these two men and
raised eleven people fromthe dead. These men were simply the
vessels through which the Holy Spirit was working, and that
same Holy Spirit is now able to come upon all people today.
Paul confirmed this when he wrote, “The Spirit of Him who



raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you” (Rom. 8:11).

This new relationship where God lives inside of us was
made possible because Jesus went to the cross. Yes, Jesus
died for our salvation, and I forever thank God for that. And
heaven is fully coming to earth in the second coming, when
Jesus returns. Until that time, however, God desires to fashion
a people on the earth who, by the power of His Spirit, will be
able to live and have a relationship with Him in order that He
may establish His Kingdom on the earth. Out of this
relationship, we live empowered by the Spirit to deliver people
from damnation, death, disease, and those troubled by demons.

GOD DESIRES TO FASHION A PEOPLE ON THE EARTH WHO,

BY THEPOWER OF HIS SPIRIT, WILL BE ABLE TO LIVE AND

HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM IN O RDER THAT HE MAY
ESTABLISH HIS KINGDOM ON THE EARTH.

The apostle Paul said that the god of this world (Satan)
blinds those who do not accept the gospel (see 2 Cor. 4:4).
When Adam and Eve rebelled in the garden of Eden, they
handed over their authority to Satan. Jesus came that we might
gain that authority back; that we might have the power to
defeat the enemy and to live as the people of God, manifesting
His mercy and power. Jesus’ death made this all possible.

As aresult of embracing this perspective of the gospel, we
are authorized to do what Jesus did and even greater things.
When He tells His disciples in John 16:10, “/ am going to the



Father,” He is telling them that He is getting ready to be
crucified, and then lifted up in the resurrection, which will be
followed by being lifted up in ascension. Then, in John 16:13,
He explains, “When He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will
guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own
authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will
tell you things to come.” In the next verse Jesus tells us the
purpose for all of this: “He will glorify Me, for He will take o}
what is Mine and declare it to you” (John 16:14). This is a
picture of the Trinity. We ask the Father in the name of Jesus,
the Holy Spirit comes and enables us because Jesus has given
us the authority, and this in turn brings glory to the Father and
the Son.

THIS IS A PICTURE OF THE TRINITY. WE ASK THE FATHER IN
THENAME OF JESUS, THE HOLY SPIRIT COMES AND
ENABLES US BECAUSE JESUS HAS GIVEN US THE
AUTHORITY, AND THIS IN TURN BRINGS GLORY TO THE
FATHER AND THE SON.

APROMISE OF POWER

Look back at John 14:14 for a moment. This Scripture
contains a powerful promise. Jesus tells us, “If you ask
anything in My name, I will do it.” He is saying that when our
will is in line with His will, whatever we ask in His name, He will
do it forus.



The Hebraic understanding of a name is that it represents
the character and nature of the person it belongs to. Therefore,
when Jesus instructs us to “ask in His name,” it means that
whatever we ask must be in line with His character, His nature.
This is the basis of our authority—not a magic wand or formula
to get whatever we want from God. We cannot ask for
something in the name of Jesus that is contrary to His nature
and expect His cooperation. Yet, when we ask in line with His
will, the possibilities truly are endless. In the later part of John
14:14, Jesus says, “I will do it.” What a promise! What
authority has been given to us!

INTIMACY’S RELATIONSHIP TO
REVELATION, MANIFESTATION,
VISITATION, AND HABITATION

Our intimacy with God has a unique relationship to four
things: revelation, manifestation, visitation, and habitation.
Again, Jesus tells His disciples,

If you love Me, keep My commandments. And I will
pray to the Father, and He will give you another
Helper, that He may abide with you forever—the
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you
know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in
you. Iwill not leave you orphans; I will come to you.
A little while longer and the world will see Me no



more, but you will see Me. Because I live, you will
live also. At that day you will know that I am in My
Father, and you in Me, and I in you (John 14:15-20).

Revelation

Pay careful attention to what Jesus is saying here: “To the
person who loves Me (Jesus), I will reveal Myself. To the
person who obeys Me, I will reveal Myself.” Jesus is making a
strong connection between revelation (hearing fromthe Father)
and sanctification (obedience). He is telling us to obey Him
because we love Him. Then He goes on to say:

“He who has My commandments and keeps them, it
is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be
loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest
Mpyselfto him.”

Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, “Lord, how is it that
You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to the
world?” Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone
loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will
love him, and We will come to him and make Our
home with him” (John 14:21-23).

“We will come to him and make Our home with him.” How
is this even possible? What Jesus is saying is that when the
Holy Spirit comes in you, the Father and the Son are in you as
well because of the nature of the Trinity. There is a relationship
between intimacy with Jesus and the manifestation (or



revelation) of Jesus, and visitation (or habitation) of the Father
and the Son with us. The “habitation” we are speaking of here
is Jesus in us. The habitation of Jesus in us is the reality we are
called to live in and live from. However, sometimes we grieve
the One in us to such an extent that some of His revelation gets
blocked.

Obedience

If we desire this kind of intimacy with the Trinity, we must
first understand its connection to obedience. In John 14:15,
Jesus says, “If you love Me, you will obey what I command.”
We are not saved by obedience, but we can enjoy intimacy
with Jesus if we obey Him. If we start violating this request for
obedience by saying yes to the things we want to do and no to
things we don’t want to do, without regard to His will, it will
affect our intimacy and our revelation.

WE ARENOTSAVED BY OBEDIENCE, BUT WE CAN ENJOY
INTIMACY WITH JESUS IF WE OBEY HIM.

In John 14:16-17, Jesus shows us the connection between
obedience and receiving the Holy Spirit: “And I will pray the
Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may
abide with you forever—the Spirit of truth.” Understand that
this obedience is not possible apart from the renewing and
regenerating work of the Holy Spirit within us. Then in verses
21 and 23 we see obedience linked to intimacy and intimacy to



the revelation of Jesus—when God speaks to you. (I am talking
about revelation in the sense of when God speaks to us.) In
John 10:27, Jesus says, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know
them, and they follow Me.”

God still speaks! There really is communication between
God and His people today. We do not need to complicate it.
When He tells us something or reveals something to us, we
simply need to learn to accept it and be obedient to it. Others
may try and complicate the issue, but I encourage you to keep
it simple. Do not worry, trying to discern, “Was that a prophetic
word, or a word of knowledge, or a word of wisdom?” The
package is not as important as what is inside. Do not get
distracted by the form of the message—simply receive God’s
voice as He speaks.

WESHOW THE WORLD THAT WE ARE DISCIPLES OF JESUS,
NOTONLY BY THE WAY WE LO VE ONE ANO THER, BUT ALSO
WHEN WE BEAR FRUIT FOR THE KINGDOM.

INTIMACY’S RELATIONSHIP TO
FRUITFULNESS, POWER, AND HEALING

Now that we have laid a foundation, I want you to see
clearly the relationship between intimacy, fruitfulness, and
healing. Jesus tells us,

Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot



bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the
vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me,
and I in him, bears much fiuit; for without Me you
can do nothing (John 15:4-5).

We show the world that we are disciples of Jesus, not only
by the way we love one another, but also when we bear fruit for
the Kingdom. This is not the fruit that we commonly call the
firuit of the Spirit that is listed in Galatians 5:22-23: “love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control.”

Of course, we should have these fruits or evidences of the
Spirit in our lives. However, in John 15 the fruits Jesus is
referring to are not things we can accomplish through
discipline alone. In the context of this passage, Jesus is talking
about fruits as being the works that He says we will do. The
context indicates this is a different use of fruit than Paul used
in Galatians 5. Instead of the fruit of being, Jesus is speaking in
the gospel of John about the fruit of doing. The fruits of the
Spirit are the character traits of Jesus being made manifest in
our lives. They change the way we are. The fruit of John 15
describes what we are empowered to do because we are in
fellowship and intimacy with God.

In these verses, Jesus is saying that it is to the Father’s
glory that we as Christians bear much fruit from the works that
can only be accomplished through the power of His Spirit. This
includes, among other things, healing the sick! If we could do



these exploits in our flesh, they would not bring glory to God.
It is the “Me in you—the Father and I in you” intimate
exchange that enables us to accomplish what we are being
commissioned to do, and even greater things! By bearing this
fruit, God receives much glory.

There is a commensurate relationship between how much
glory is given to God and how much the church, out of
obedience and intimacy, receives revelation from God of what
He wants us to do in and through us. The stronger this
relationship, the more we can act in faith and the authority of
His name. This is when we begin to see miracles, signs, and
wonders take place. We cannot do what we have not first seen.
In other words, if we don’t have a clear vision that God desires
to heal the sick—and don’t understand that healing gives God
glory—we won’t step out and operate in the ministry of
healing.

WE HAVE A LIMITED PERSPECTIVE OF WHAT CAN AND DOES
GIVE GOD THE GLORY HE DESERVES.

As Christians, we all desire to give God glory. That is a
given. I am afraid, though, that this language of “glory” has
become too commonplace among us. We say it, but I think we
have a limited perspective of what can and does give God the
glory He deserves. Let’s not be narrow-minded when we think
of God’s glory.

This is not a call to replace the fruit of the Spirit from



Galatians 5 with the fruit of John 15. Likewise, we should not
replace the fruit of John 15 with the fruit of Galatians 5. We
need both in our lives since it is through both kinds of fruit
that God will be fully glorified. Specifically, in the context of the
healing ministry, it is the fruit of John 15 that will bring God
glory.

When you remain in God—as you draw close to Him,
discovering His character and nature—you learn what gives
Him glory. I encourage you to go back to John 14-17. Though
these Scriptures do not overtly talk about healing ministry,
their principles are absolutely fundamental to our
understanding of Jesus’ commission to us. Soak in these
passages of Scripture because they are inviting you into a life
of superatural fruitfulness. Do not think you need to pursue
one expression of fruit above the other. It is not Christian
character or supernatural power. Jesus invited you into both.
The closer you get to Jesus, the more you should desire to
reflect Him in every way possible—in both His nature and
demonstration.

THE CLOSER YOU GETTO JESUS, THEMORE YO U SHO ULD
DESIRE TO REFLECT HIM IN EVERY WAY POSSIBLE—IN BOTH
HIS NATURE AND DEMO NSTRATION.

Remember this: Jesus did not intend for the Father to be
glorified for just the first 300 years of history after His
crucifixion, until the church was formally established. Jesus



desires for the Father to be glorified on the earth until the
second coming. If the way in which we glorify God is to
perform these works—works that cannot be done in the flesh
—then the “gifts” and endowments of supernatural power
must continue. They are the divine enablements of the Holy
Spirit in our lives. Without them, we are reduced simply to what
we can accomplish in the flesh.






Chapter 7

ABIDING

THE PRIORITY OF GOD’S WORD

If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a
branch and is withered; and they gather them and
throw them into the fire, and they are burned. If you
abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will
ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. By
this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit;
so you will be My disciples (John 15:6-8).

Intimacy and supernatural fruitfulness are both dependent
upon abiding in Christ, which means specifically, keeping His
Word. In verse 7, Jesus begins with the word if: “If you abide
in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you
desire, and it shall be done for you.”



His Word must be our priority because it informs us of
what we can legally ask God for. The Word keeps us on track to
make requests and declare commands that are in line with
God’s nature. It is so important that we know what the Word
says in order to ask in line with God’s nature and will. Jesus is
clearly not saying, “You can have an experience with God and
never study the Bible.” Think about it. If we do not know the
Word of God and do not know our identity in Christ, then we
are not going to be as fit for the Master’s use as we could be if
we knew His words. “If you abide in Me, and My words abide
in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for
you” (John 15:7).

WHEN YO U RECEIVE A RHEMA WORD, IT CARRIES INHERENT
POWER TO TURN THE WORD RECEIVED INTO REALITY
RELEASED.

We have a tendency to read this passage as if it only refers
to the Bible, when in fact it refers to both the written Scriptures
and also to any freshly spoken rhema word of God.
Immediately, some will take issue with equating this kind of
freshly spoken word of God to Scripture. This is not a call to
uphold prophetic utterances to the same level as Scripture. In
order to evaluate whether we have received a legitimate rhema
word of God, we need to be intimate with God, the author of the
Word. When we start to intimately know God’s character, it
becomes easier for us to evaluate whether or not something is
of God.



When you receive a rhema word, it carries inherent power
to turn the word received into reality released. A rhema word
can be given through an individual or come directly from God
Himself, and it will focus on something specific you are to do.
The ability to perform the word is locked in the word itself. This
is why the faith factor is so important. Paul said in 2
Corinthians  4:13, “I believed and therefore 1 spoke.”
Revelation causes faith, and faith gives us a foundation for
confession. First, Paul received (revelation); second, Paul
believed (faith); and third, Paul confessed (he spoke).

If we have His word abiding in us—the word that comes to
us from the Spirit—it will create great faith to speak out God’s
word and superatural things will be wrought in Jesus’ name.

WHEN WEKNOW THE WAYS OF GOD WE ARE PO SITIONED
TO BETTER LEARN HOW TO CO-LABOR WITH HIM.

KNOW HIS WAYS, BEAR MUCH FRUIT,
GIVE GOD GLORY

When we know the ways of God we are positioned to
better learn how to co-labor with Him. Revelation is what
exposes us to the Spirit’s movement in the world. We have the
chance to participate or disengage. Since we live here on planet
earth, this is the only place we have the opportunity to give
God glory. Moses asked of the Lord, “Show me Your ways”
(Exod. 33:13). Jesus said, “By this My Father is glorified, that



you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples” (John 15:8).

When we bear fruit, we reveal that we are truly Jesus’
disciples. This is simple, but what does it say about church life
when this is not happening? When the Christian life is reduced
to upholding good morals and religious duty, this type of “life”
does not bring the full amount of glory to the Father. Our quest
and desire for spiritual gifts and supernatural power is so that
our lives will bring God the full measure of glory that He
deserves, not so we can have a “good feeling.” We don’t ask
God to bless what we’re doing; instead, we intentionally bless
what He is doing.

Some people label healing as a secondary, if not inferior,
ministry, because it addresses the physical and not the
spiritual. But this is nothing more than modern Gnostic thought
in action—an early church heresy that continues to rear its
head today. Body, soul, and spirit—all three realms of life can,
and, in fact, do, give God glory. Healing of the body is but one
example, but an important one. If Jesus did only what He saw
His Father doing, and since He was so actively engaged in
healing ministry during His time on earth, then healing was and
is not a peripheral issue to God.

WEDON’TASK GOD TO BLESS WHAT WE'RE DOING;
INSTEAD, WE INTENTIONALLY BLESS WHAT HEIS DOING.

When I was pastoring a church, my desire was that we
would be a church that brought glory to the Father, not just on



Sundays through worship, but every day in every way—by
hearing what He said to us, stepping out with what we heard,
and believing that He wanted to use us as salt and light
throughout our daily lives.

THE GREAT COMMISSION

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the age.
(Matthew 28:19)

JESUS’ COMMISSIONING IS FOR POWER AS MUCH AS ITIS
FOR CHARACTER.

The church has often appropriated this commission from
Jesus as if it proposed another moral command—as if the Great
Commission was the New Testament continuation of the Ten
Commandments. While we certainly ought to obey the Ten
Commandments and the other moral commandments found in
Scripture, we are missing something when we reduce this
commission to just moral instruction. What are the “all things
that I have commanded you” Jesus is talking about here?
Character is obviously a key part of it, based on what we see in
the Sermon on the Mount. However, Jesus’ commissioning is



for power as much as it is for character.

The same is true for a passage like Ephesians 2:10, where
Paul writes that “we are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we
should walk in them.” When Paul describes the good works
that we were predestined to walk in, he is talking about more
than charity, good deeds, and upstanding moral character. To
understand this truth, we must move past the wrong teaching
that has pervaded the church for hundreds of years.

If we believe that God has stopped doing the miraculous,
we will literally read the supematural right out of the Bible. It
would follow then, that the good works in Ephesians 2:10 could
not possibly mean healings, signs, and wonders, since God no
longer does those things. The same would be true for Matthew
28 in the Great Commission. If we buy into a system that has
rejected the miraculous, Jesus’ commission would look much
different. It is wrong teaching like this that has caused us to
relegate the good works that we do see to mere moral deeds,
divorcing them from the demonstrations of power that Jesus
did throughout His ministry. In truth, these are the good works
God prepared in advance for us to do.

HEALING ACTUALLY REPRESENTS THE VERY NATURE AND
CHARACTER OF GOD IN THE EARTH.

We must approach the ministry of healing from the
foundation that we have divine authority in Christ. As we draw



close to Him in the place of intimacy, we discover who He is
and what He is like through revelation. Healing is no longer
some peripheral ministry, nor do we view it as part of some
“name it and claim it” Christian subculture. Healing actually
represents the very nature and character of God in the earth.
This is what you and I get to participate in as we pray for the
sick—we will see the Spirit’s power released, and give the
Father the glory He deserves. This is your mission and this is
my mission, now, today!



PART 3

PRAYER






Chapter 8

A PLACE TO START

You may be asking yourself, “How do I start ministering to the
sick?” It is simple. You must first step out in faith. Getting
started is the first step. The next few chapters will give you
inspirational stories to build your faith, keys to persevere
through discouragement, and practical ways to help determine
the level of faith of those you are ministering to.

GOD WILL NOT FIT INTO AMODEL

Iwant to give you a practical, user-friendly resource to help
you start ministering to the sick, however, I have to warmn and
encourage you from the start about using any kind of model.
First, the wamning: God will not fit in any box, even those
created by our well-intentioned models, principles, and
standard methods of operation. At the day’s end, healing
ministry is not about using a certain kind of model; it’s about



people encountering the Healer. It’s not about principles; it’s
about presence.

As you will discover, God is notorious for working outside
of the boundaries we tend to establish through our principles
—yes, even principles we have based on our study of
Scripture. When God moves outside of these perimeters, He is
not violating His Word; He never violates His Word. However,
He will often operate in unique, different ways that prevent us
from definitively concluding, “This is how God will heal...if
you follow this process, you will experience guaranteed
results.” I've been guilty of this before. I remember years ago
being challenged by a Christian leader for putting God “in a
box” because I was stringently adhering to certain formulas
and systems. If God did not operate in agreement with a certain
principle, then I assumed that He could not work. This is such
a limited view of Almighty God, and I am so grateful that He
has upgraded my perspective.

GOD IS NOTORIO US FOR WORKING OUTSIDE OF THE
BOUNDARIES WE TEND TO ESTABLISH THRO UGH O UR
PRINCIPLES.

So again, be wared: God will not fit in any box you
construct for Him. In fact, if we think we have got God’s ways
and methods figured out, chances are we are further away from
knowing Him than we originally thought. If our god fits in a
box, it’s not the God of Scripture; it’s a god we’ve constructed
in our own image. That is the warning.



Here is the encouragement. I work with a five-step prayer
model, which I am going to outline for you. This model gives
you a very practical starting point when you are ministering
healing. Just don’t get discouraged when God works or moves
outside of this model. It’s only meant to be a helpful tool, not a
confining prison.

IF WE THINK WEHAVE GOT GOD’S WAYS AND METHO DS
FIGURED OUT, CHANCES ARE WE ARE FURTHER AWAY FROM
KNOWING HIM THAN WE ORIGINALLY THOUGHT.

Models like this are important for those who are beginning
to step out and heal the sick. They give you something
practical to work with as you move into unfamiliar territory.
Before I give you a full breakdown of the five-step prayer
model though, I want to give you some tips to help prepare
you to walk in God’s healing power. These are applicable
whether you are ministering healing by yourself in the course
of your everyday life, or you are leading a ministry/church
group that does outreach to the sick.

BE PREPARED

Preparation for healing ministry is very important. I
encourage you to live in a state of expectation and preparation
because you never know when God might lead you to pray for
someone—a family member, a friend, a coworker, or a person
you come across throughout your day. The following are



practical steps that will assist you in becoming better prepared
for ministry:

1. Try to be a clean, clear vessel for God to
use.

2. Be “prayed up!” Pray in the Holy Spirit (in
tongues) because this will increase your
sensitivity to God’s leading and direction
when it comes to praying for people. If you
don’t pray in tongues, ask God fervently
and specifically to be with you and to help
you. He is the Healer. If He doesn’t come
and release His power, the person you pray
for won’t get healed. Remember, you do not
have the power to heal; only God does.

3. Take a moment to ask the Holy Spirit if
there is anyone you need to forgive. If
there is, forgive him or her at once, from
your heart (see Matt. 6:14-15).

4. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you any
unconfessed sin in your life; if He does,
sincerely repent at once and ask God’s
forgiveness. (see Luke 13:2-5).

5. Ask God to give you His love for each
person you pray for. This is another way
we follow the model of Jesus—responding



to the sicknesses and infirmities of people
with God’s compassion. A loving ministry
will impact the sick person for good,
whether or not their infirmity is healed.
Either way, your ministry may be a person’s
first experience with God’s love.

Now you are ready to examine the five-step prayer model!






Chapter 9

THE FIVE-STEP PRAYER
MODEL

As I explained before, there are many different ways of praying
for the sick. Following this five-step model is not the only way.
If you have found one that is effective for you, I encourage
you to use it in your own personal ministry. If you are just
starting out praying for healing, however, this five-step model
is a simple, easy, and clear method that will get you going. We
use this model in our ministry, Global Awakening, and see its
impact around the world. We train our ministry teams using this
particular model because it is quiet, loving, and effective and
can be used by anyone. This is how we get the “little ole mes”
confidently releasing God’s power in dramatic, supernatural

ways.!

FIVE STEPS



1. Interview

2. Diagnosis and Prayer Selection
3. Prayer Ministry

4. Re-interview

5. Post Prayer Suggestions
STEP ONE: THE INTERVIEW

Briefly interview the person who is requesting healing
prayer. Be attentive and gentle. A loving attitude on your part
will do much to reassure the person that he or she is in good
hands. Remember, whether the people you pray for are healed
or not, it is most important that they leave feeling loved
because of their interaction with you.

Start by asking the person about their physical need, but
do not let the conversation go into lengthy detail. For example,
you can begin like this:

“What is your name?” (A question or two to put the person
at ease.)

“What would you like prayer for?”
“How long have you had this condition?”
“Do you know what the cause is?”

“Have you seen a doctor?” “What does he or she say is



the matter?”

“Do you remember what was happening in your life when
this condition began?”

“Did anything traumatic happen to you about the time your
condition began, or within a few months prior to it starting?”

You may need to explain to the person being prayed for
why you are asking these last two questions because their
answers play an important role in Zow you end up praying for
them.

These questions are often sufficient for the initial interview.
You may now know the nature and cause of the condition. In
some cases, you will not know and might need to ask
additional questions or invite the Holy Spirit to provide
additional details. If His leading is not clear to you, you may
need to make an educated guess as to the nature or cause of
the condition.

The interview stage is absolutely necessary if you are
going to pray for the person correctly. If you are unable to
determine a possible cause for the person’s injury or issue
remember, God is gracious and merciful. He is faithful to
operate beyond the parameters of our formulas and principles.

STEP TWO: PRAYER SELECTION

After interviewing the person you should hopefully have
enough information to select the appropriate kind of prayer to



meet the person’s unique needs. The two most common kinds
of prayer to use when praying for the sick are the petition
prayer and the command prayer. We must work with the Holy
Spirit and specifically ask for His discernment as to which one
to use.

The Petition Prayer is a request to heal, addressed to God,
to Jesus, or to the Holy Spirit. Here are some examples.

“Father, in the name of Jesus, I ask You to restore
sight to this eye.”

“Father, I pray in Jesus’ name, come and straighten
this spine.”

“Father, release Your power to heal, in Jim’s body, in
the name of Jesus.”

“Come, Holy Spirit. Release Your power. Touch Jim’s
back, in Jesus’name.”

The Command Prayer is just that—a command addressed
to a condition of the body, or to a part of the body, or to a
troubling spirit, such as a spirit of pain, or infirmity, or of
affliction.

“In the name of Jesus, I command this tumor to
shrivel up and dissolve.”

“In the name of Jesus, spine, be straight! Be healed!”

“In Jesus’ name, I command every afflicting spirit: get
out of Jim’s body.”

“In the name of Jesus, I command all pain and



swelling to leave this ankle.”
Here are examples of situations where a command prayer is
appropriate:

e As yourinitial step, unless you are led otherwise by the
Holy Spirit.

e When there has been a word of knowledge for healing
or some other indication that God wants to heal the
person at this time.

e When petition prayers have been tried and progress
has stopped.

e When casting out an afflicting spirit or any other spirit.
e When a curse or vow is broken.

e Whenever you are so led by the Holy Spirit to make
such a command.

Once you have selected the appropriate type of prayer, you
are ready to begin the third step—prayer ministry.

WE MUST REMAIN MINDFUL THATIT IS THE SPIRITOF GOD
ALONEWHO POSSESSES AND RELEASES HEALING PO WER.

STEP THREE: PRAYER MINISTRY



The person of the Holy Spirit is not an add-on when it
comes to praying for the sick. He is the One who releases
God’s healing power through you to the afflicted individual. I
encourage you to begin praying by audibly asking the Holy
Spirit to come. You can simply say, “Come, Holy Spirit!” or
“Come, Holy Spirit, with Your healing power.” Or you may
prefer a longer prayer. Once you have invited the Holy Spirit to
come, wait on Him for a minute or two. When people get
caught up in healing formulas or principles, it becomes easy to
neglect the most fundamental and vital component—God
Himself. We must remain mindful that it is the Spirit of God
alone who possesses and releases healing power.

Next, tell the person who is receiving ministry that you are
going to be silent for a minute or two so that they do not
become confused while you are quietly listening to the Holy
Spirit.

AN ATTITUDE OF RECEIVING

Encourage the person not to pray while you are praying for
him or her. Here again, be gentle and loving. Say something
like: “When you are praying in English, or in tongues or
thanking Jesus, or saying ‘Yes, Yes!” it is harder for me to focus
on your body and to pay attention to what the Holy Spirit is
doing. It is also harder for you to receive healing. I know this
means a lot to you, and you have probably prayed a lot about
your condition, but for right now, I need you to focus on your
body. I want you to relax and to let me know if anything begins



to happen in your body—Ilike heat, tingling, electricity, or a
change in the amount or location of the pain.”

JESUS DID NOT COMMISSION US SIMPLY TO PRAY FOR THE
SICK; WE ARE TO HEAL THE SICK THRO UGH HIS PO WER.

Sometimes the person may find it very difficult not to pray
while you are ministering to them. Do not get hung up on this.
Persevere and pray for the person anyway. If the presence of
the Holy Spirit becomes evident—the person is feeling heat or
tingling or some other manifestation or sensation—continue
waiting on the Holy Spirit until He finishes what He wishes to
do at that time. When the manifestation has ebbed, check to
see if the healing is complete.

PRAY IN JESUS’ NAME WITH
EXPECTATION AND CONFIDENCE

If the healing is not complete, continue to minister.
Remember, always pray or command in the name of Jesus!
Jesus did not commission us simply to pray for the sick; we are
to heal the sick through His power. Jesus said, “In My name...
they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover” (Mark
16:17-18). We must approach healing ministry with this
expectation, always mindful that it is not up to us to do the
healing; it is the Holy Spirit’s function.

We can never use the name of Jesus too much when



ministering healing. Healing power is released through His
name alone. Some who have anointed healing ministries will
often simply repeat “in the name of Jesus,” over and over as
their prayer for healing.

THANK GOD FOR WHAT HE IS DOING

It is very important to thank God while He is healing the
person instead of waiting until the healing is complete. We can
never thank God too much. Thanksgiving offers God the glory
that is due His name, and lifts our faith. Thanksgiving will shift
our perspective. Instead of focusing on the 50 percent that is
not yet healed, thank God for bringing supernatural
improvement to the 50 percent that He has just touched with
His power. Your faith will increase and so will the person’s you
are praying for.

DEAL WITH THE CAUSE AND SYMPTOMS

When you minister healing, speak to the cause of the
condition, if you know the cause, as well as to the symptoms.
For example:

“Father, in Jesus’ name, I ask You to heal the cones
and rods in the retina of this eye. Father, in the name
of Jesus, cause the scar tissue to dissolve and leave
this eye. Oh God, restore the sight in this eye, in the
name of Jesus.”



“In the name of Jesus, I command this ruptured disc
to be healed and filled with fluid, and every pinched
nerve to be released and soothed. I command the
pain to leave Joe’s back.”

“In the name of Jesus, dear God, I ask You to heal
this pancreas. Father, in the name of Jesus, I ask You
to touch this pancreas with Your healing power and
cause it to function normally. Cause it to produce
insulin as needed and cause all diabetes to be cured
and complete health restored. Release Your healing in
the name of Jesus.”

“In the name of Jesus, I command every afflicting
spirit and every spirit of infirmity to leave Jane’s
body now!”

“In Jesus’ name, I command all stiffness to leave this
joint, all pain to leave, and all swelling to subside. I
command all calcium deposits and all scar tissue to
dissolve in Jesus’name.”

“In Jesus’ name, I command all chemical imbalances
in Joe’s body to be healed.”

“I command every organ furnishing chemicals or
other signals to his organs to function normally in
Jesus’name.”

THE POWER AND FREEDOM OF
FORGIVENESS



Forgiveness is essential if healing is to talk place, and can
be an obstacle to healing if left unresolved. If it appears that
someone else caused the condition or that someone wronged
the person around the time the condition started, find out if the
sick person has forgiven the offending person. If not,
forgiveness should precede your prayer for healing.
Sometimes, we need to forgive ourselves, or even God.

Here is an example of a situation necessitating forgiveness.
A woman has had arthritis in her spine for five years, ever since
her husband ran off with another woman. It’s important to
identify whether or not she has forgiven her husband and the
other woman involved in the affair Jesus did not suggest
forgiveness as optional or just highly recommended (see Matt.
6:14-15; Mark 11:25). He said that forgiveness it is something
we must do.

I once prayed for a pastor who had suffered with back pain
for ten years. Ten years prior a split occurred in his church and
some of his closet friends were involved. Several had turned
against him. When he was able to forgive the ringleaders and
everyone else involved, he was healed. His forgiveness
unlocked his healing. I didn’t even have to pray for his healing.
It is not uncommon for a person to be healed before you begin
praying for them if they forgive those who hurt them, and
repent and ask God’s forgiveness for the sins of resentment
and anger.

REPENTANCE



If it appears to you the condition was brought on by sin,
very gently inquire of the person if this might be the case. If
this leading is from the Holy Spirit, the Spirit will usually
indicate the specific sin that is the problem. There are many
different ways you can determine if the sickness was brought
about by sin. The Holy Spirit might reveal something to you
through a word of knowledge, or perhaps the initial interview
suggests that sin played a role in bringing on the sickness.
However the information comes, it is important for you to
handle the issue of sin delicately.

As you address the root causes of sin, always proceed
with tenderness and sensitivity. Never accuse the person
confrontationally of causing the condition by their sin. General
accusations of sin are often destructive and probably are from
the enemy. You are not an agent of God’s wrath and judgment;
you are simply an ambassador and representative of His love.
The only reason God would have you work through matters of
sin with a person is to address specific barriers that might be
blocking the flow of His healing power. Ask if perhaps the
condition could be related to a particular kind of lifestyle or
choice. You might say something like, “I wonder if this
condition could be related to things you have done in the
past.”

If the person you are praying for agrees that sin might have
opened the door to sickness, encourage themto repent and ask
for God’s forgiveness. Their repentance and forgiveness
should precede your prayer for healing. Sin that is not repented
of can impede healing. Anger can contribute to back pain and



some forms of depression. AIDS may be the result of an
immoral lifestyle. Smoking might have brought on lung cancer.
These are not curses or judgments sent directly from God, but
rather they are the results of sinful choices and actions.

KEYS FOR MINISTERING TO THE SICK

Listen to the Holy Spirit

Although I have already mentioned many times how
important it is to listen to the Holy Spirit during prayer ministry,
I amincluding it here again, in first place on the list of keys for
ministering to the sick. We must be tuned into the voice of the
Holy Spirit on a moment-by-moment basis while participating in
any kind of healing ministry, because He may give us guidance
that we would otherwise miss. He is our source of all power
and wisdom. We can clearly see this modeled in the life of
Jesus as He healed people in many different ways.

Short Prayers

If you notice changes in the person’s condition, it is
appropriate and often helpful to pray short prayers or give brief
commands. Short prayers enable you to immediately evaluate
what is working and what isn’t. If partial healing follows a long
prayer, it is hard to know what part of the lengthy prayer or
command was effective. Thus, the entire prayer may have to be
repeated. Intersperse these short prayers and commands as
you frequently re-interview the person and evaluate what level
of progress is being made in the healing process. Ask



questions like, “What has happened to the pain now?” “See if
you can read the sign now.” “Do you still feel heat in your
stomach?” “Try moving your knee now.”

Remember that many of the prayers or commands for
healing listed in the Bible are very short. For example: “I am
willing. Be cleansed” (Mark 1:41). “Little girl, I say to you
‘Arise’” (Mark 5:41). “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” (Luke
18:13). “Please heal her, O God, I pray!” (Num. 12:13). “In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” (Acts
3:6). “Jesus the Christ heals you. Arise and make your bed”
(Acts 9:34).

That being said, short prayers are not always called for. We
must pay attention at all times to what is going on with the
person. Healing may sometimes come after an extended time of
prayer or after many prayers or after several prolonged periods
of praying. Short prayers can help you immediately evaluate
success or discern measurable progress, but are not a one-stop
formula. Always follow the leading of the Holy Spirit.

Persistence

Do not give up because one strategy or method does not
seem to be working. Listen and be persistent! If you try one
kind of prayer or command and get results, but do not see
complete healing, then continue. Be sure to explain why you
are repeating yourself. For example, perhaps you are praying
for John’s healing, and he is expecting you to pray only once
for the condition and then stop. He might think that if there is
no progress after your first prayer attempt, nothing is going to



happen and he should just give up. He might ask you to stop
praying and start to leave. Encourage him to stay so that you
can continue to pray. Then pray as long as God seems to be
improving his condition, or as long as the Holy Spirit gives you
different ways to pray for him. This is the time for persistence.
Ifhealing has partially come and then seems to stop, ask him to
wait for a few minutes and then resume praying and see
whether another wave of healing comes.

Manner and Style of Prayer

It is not necessary to pray out loud all the time. If you
prefer, tell the person that you may be praying silently at times.
As long as you have your hand on the person’s arm, maintain a
posture of prayer—whether quietly or out loud.

People who are familiar with certain faith techniques might
try to tell you, “I am healed in Jesus’ name!” Confessions of
faith are good, however, it is important to have an accurate
measurement of what kind of progress is actually taking place
in their body in order to know how to proceed. Inform people
up front that you do not want them to tell you they are healed
or are feeling better if that is not the case. On the other hand,
encourage them to be very vocal with you, informing you of
every sign of improvement throughout the prayer ministry.

People also need to know that they will not always feel
something as God’s healing power is released in their bodies.
While this does happen, it is not always the case. There are
instances where a person has been partly or completely healed
without feeling anything at all. The person may not even realize



that healing has actually taken place until they begin to use the
affected body part. If the person does something he could not
do before or that caused pain before, then they can evaluate
whether the prayer thus far has made a measurable difference
to their condition.

Watch as You Pray

It is very helpful to pray with your eyes open. We must
continually look for signs that God is at work in the person
receiving prayer and be open to cues from the Holy Spirit.
Some of these signs can include fluttering eyelids, trembling,
and perspiration. If you are not used to praying with your eyes
open, this will require some adjustment and practice, however,
it is absolutely worth it because you will be able to see what
God is doing and pray more effectively based on how the Holy
Spirit is touching the person you are praying for.

Continue to Pray in the Manner that Leads to Progress

Thave mentioned this before however I amincluding it here
again because it is one of the keys to effective prayer ministry.
It is important for you to recognize what works and what God is
using to bring noticeable change, be it major or minor. Pray
based on what is working, and when that method of prayer
ceases to be effective, ask the Holy Spirit for a new strategy.

Use Your Normal Tone of Voice

This is not the time to try to sound extra-spiritual by
shouting or praying loudly in tongues. Such practices will not



increase your effectiveness; in fact, they tend to be off-putting
to the people you are praying for. The goal is to make praying
for the sick a normal part of everyday life. With this in mind, be
normal as you are praying. You do not need to manufacture
any kind of experience for the person you are praying for.
Don’t preach, don’t give advice, and don’t prophesy—just
pray. Trust the results to God. Your job is to step out, take the
risk, and pray for the sick.

STEP FOUR: RE-INTERVIEW AND
CONTINUE PRAYING

If after going through these first three steps, you do not
seem to be making any progress, consider interviewing the
person again. Possible questions might include:

“Would you try again to remember whether anything
significant happened within six months or so of the beginning
of this condition?” (Some event may require forgiveness that
the person may have forgotten or may have been unwilling to
disclose.)

“Do any other members of your family have this
condition?” (If so, perhaps there is a generational spirit
affecting several members of the family.)

“Do you have a strong fear of anything?” (Fear can be a
cause of many physical and spiritual problems, and it
sometimes interferes with healing.)

“Is anyone in your family a member of the Freemasons or



Eastern Star?” (Association with Masonic or other occult
organizations is particularly likely to impede healing. Some of
these seem more innocent and innocuous than others, but they
are all demonically influenced.)

“Has anyone ever cursed you or your family that you know
of?” (If so, you can lead them in a simple prayer to break the
curse by renouncing and revoking it.)

“Have you had other accidents?” (If the person is accident-
prone, consider whether he is under a curse.)

“Have you ever participated in any kind of occult game or
practice?”

God can and does still heal in spite of hindrances. If you
are not seeing any progress in the person you are praying for,
it is time to reevaluate.

DETERMINE IF AN AFFLICTING SPIRIT IS
CAUSING THE CONDITION

If the person reports that the pain has moved to a different
place in their body or has increased, it signals the likely
presence of an afflicting spirit. Do not allow this to discourage
you at all. In fact, if you identify the presence of an afflicting
spirit, be encouraged. This means you know exactly how to
deal with the issue at hand. Simply command the afflicting
spirit to leave in the name of Jesus. You might pray with more
intensity but not louder. Remember, volume does not equal
authority. For example, you could pray, “In the name of Jesus, I



break the power of this afflicting spirit and command it to leave
Susan’s body!” If the condition has existed for a long time, or if
it is a condition that resists medical treatment, such as cancer,
diabetes, Parkinson’s, AIDS, etc., consider that there is likely to
be a spirit causing the condition or resisting healing, and
command it to leave. Here is another example of how to pray:
“In the name of Jesus, I command any spirit of arthritis to leave
this woman!”

When expelling a spirit of infirmity, an afflicting spirit, or a
spirit of a particular condition, a simple prayer may be enough.
If you find yourself in a situation that requires deliverance or
extensive spiritual ministry, I encourage you to considering the
following options: bring the person to an appropriate leader in
the church who is qualified in deliverance ministry, and-or
recommend helpful resources on deliverance and freedom from

demonic torment.?
INNER HEALING

Often I find that a person who requests prayer for a
physical problem s also in need of emotional healing from past
hurts and wounds. These can be the results of trauma, physical
or emotional abuse, perceived or real rejection,
disappointments, fears, perceived or real inadequacies, and so
on. These hurts and wounds often become strongholds,
preventing people from experiencing deliverance and complete
healing, as they are built up over long periods of time.

Let me give you some examples to help you recognize when



inner healing might be necessary.

e In some cases, physical healing cannot fully be realized
until a person confronts inner wounds. Once the
interior issues have been appropriately dealt with, you
will notice that the physical healing process often
begins.

e Sometimes, even when people seem to receive physical
healing, it might still be necessary for them to undergo
emotional healing.

e You will encounter some people who believe that their
afflictions are strictly physical, or even demonic, when
in fact what they really need is inner healing.

In these cases, you should by all means take time to pray
for someone’s inner healing. To do so effectively, you must
follow the leading of the Holy Spirit. Also, during the interview,
I encourage you to keep your ears open for any language the
person uses that would suggest the need for inner healing, as
this will help you pray specifically and with confidence.

If the people you are praying for do not open up about any
inner healing issues during the interview process, and you
sense that such is necessary, inquire gently about any inner
hurts that might be interfering with the manifestation of
physical healing. Circumstances permitting, take the time to
understand the situations to the best of your ability. Even a
general knowledge of what the person is going through can be
helpful.



There may also be cases where time is limited and you are
not able to address the specific hurts that the person is going
through. If you feel led, consider scheduling another ministry
session with the person.

While you are praying for inner healing, pray for each
specific hurt in the same way you would pray for each specific
physical ailment. Francis MacNutt says that specificity is very
important when praying for inner healing. This is why it is
appropriate for you to follow-up with the person being prayed
for from time to time, asking if the Holy Spirit is revealing
anything else to them that they want prayer for. You want to be
as specific as possible when acknowledging these internal
hurts so you can help the person experience measurable results
in these areas.

Create a safe environment so that the person can
experience the healing power of God touching them in a deep,
emotional place. In the same way that you will notice specific
evidences of physical healing on a person’s body—shaking,
trembling, sweating, vibrating, and heat—there are also
manifestations that accompany inner healing. These include
weeping, laughing, shaking, efc. You might notice some
crossover between the evidences of physical and inner
healing.

Allow the person to weep. Speak encouragement over
them. Let God’s love, comfort, and consolation flow through
you to that individual. Remember, the Holy Spirit in you wants
to bring healing to that person physically and emotionally.
When emotions are strong, it is often helpful to ask Jesus to



speak to the person, or to show them how Jesus sees their
situation. You may know other effective methods of praying for
inner healing, or be interested in learning more. There are many
excellent resources available.3

MINISTRY TO APERSON WHO IS UNDER
MEDICAL CARE

Sometimes people taking medication for conditions such as
diabetes, asthma, arthritis, heart disease, etc., believe they have
been healed when you pray for them. These individuals might
think that they can immediately stop using their medication.
You must instruct themto continue using their medication after
ministering to them, even if they believe they have been
healed.

For example, maybe you are praying for Scott to be healed
of his asthma. Scott has been using an inhaler and has been on
asthma medication since he was a child. Even if Scott feels as
though he has been healed after your prayer session, strongly
encourage himto go back to his doctor first before making any
medication-related decisions.

On occasion, you will find yourself ministering to people
who are consulting with a counselor or psychiatrist. This is not
a significant problem if you are praying for a physical ailment,
such as a broken limb or back pain. However, if you find that
healing for emotional problems is indicated, you should ask the
person for approval from a doctor or counselor before



continuing your session. This is especially important if the
person is using medication.

MINISTERING TO APERSON WITH
MULTIPLE PROBLEMS

Often in the course of prayer ministry you will be
confronted with a person who is in need of prayer for more
than one issue. Going back and forth, from one problem to
another, can be distracting. Begin by praying for one condition.
As a general rule, it is better to finish praying for one condition
before starting to pray for another unless the Holy Spirit
directs you differently. The person’s faith for healing will
increase if one healing is complete before moving on to the
next.

If Sandy has a broken foot and diabetes, I encourage you
to start praying for the broken foot first. This condition is
smaller in scope and the results are often instantly measurable.
As she is able to move her broken foot, the pain disappears,
and healing manifests, Sandy’s faith will increase. Perhaps
going into the prayer session, Sandy was not entirely
convinced that God could heal her diabetes—the larger of the
two conditions. But now, after experiencing God’s healing
power in her foot, her faith for healing from diabetes has
increased.

Do not get too locked into a formula here. While it is
important to pray for one condition at a time, always following



the leading of the Holy Spirit, if you are praying for Bob’s sinus
infection and his bad foot begins to tingle, stop praying for the
sinus condition and pray for the foot. Bless what God is doing
and pray in cooperation with what He is doing. Go back to the
sinus infection only when you have finished praying for the
foot or as you sense the presence of God manifesting in the
area of sinuses.

PRACTICAL TIPS

Here are some practical tips to consider while praying for
the sick:

e If possible, always use a catcher. A person may fall
down even though you are praying only for a physical
healing. If you don’t have a catcher, have the person sit
down or stand against a wall so that they cannot fall.
Also consider having the person stand in front of a
chair so that if they become weak, they can settle into
the chair.

e Ifthe person falls down, pray for a few moments longer
and then assess the level of healing that has taken
place. (Ask evaluative questions like, “How is the pain
now?” or “Try moving your neck now,” etc.)

WHEN TO STOP PRAYING

Here are some signs that you should stop praying:



e The person is completely healed.

e The person wants you to stop; he or she may be tired
or simply feel you should stop.

e The Holy Spirit tells you it is time to stop.

e You are not given any other way to pray and you are
not gaining ground.

STEP FIVE: POST PRAYER SUGGESTIONS

When the prayer time has ended, it is good to send the
person away with some post prayer suggestions.

Encourage the Person’s Walk with the Lord

For some people, scriptural passages are extremely
meaningful and encouraging. In fact, a specific Bible verse
might prove to be the anchor they stand on while believing for
their healing to completely manifest. Ask the Holy Spirit for
direction. He may give you a specific Scripture reference to
share with the person.

Lifestyle Adjustment

If a condition resulted from occult experiences or habitual
sin, suggest tactfully that a change in lifestyle may well be
needed to avoid a recurrence of the condition. The key is
presenting this in a sensitive way that is not judgmental or
condemning. Inform the person that a lifestyle change has



nothing to do with the love of God, but rather with
repositioning them to experience God’s freedom, healing, and
wholeness. God loves the person no matter what; however,
there are certain choices we need to make that position us to
enjoy God’s blessing and abundant life.

Faith for Healing

If the person is not healed or not completely healed, do not
accuse themof a lack of faith for healing or of sin as the cause.
If the person you pray for makes this evaluation on their own,
encourage them as you work through this process with them.
The “ is not enough faith” approach is spiritually damaging
and has resulted in many people rejecting healing ministry. It
does not produce the fruit of compassion in a person’s life, so
do not go there. Encourage them to understand the necessity
ofrejecting this approach.

Persevere in Prayer

If there is little or no evidence of healing, encourage the
person to continue to seek healing prayer. They should also
continue to persevere in prayer if their healing is only partially
complete. Encourage them to come back for more prayer after
the next meeting, efc. Remind them that sometimes healing is a
process, and that sometimes it occurs only after a number of
prayers for healing have been offered. Remember, your job is to
pray for healing and God’s job is to heal the sick.

Fight to Keep Your Healing



Remind the person you are praying for not to be surprised
if they experience a spiritual attack after receiving their healing.
Help themto be prepared to resist it, as Scripture instructs (see
James 4:7). If symptoms start to recur, tell the person to
command the symptoms to leave in Jesus’ name, using His
authority. If a bad habit is involved, they might be tempted, for
a short time, to recommence the habit. If they begin to fall back
into a bad habit or sinful activity, encourage quick repentance.

Love! Love! Love!

In 1 Corinthians 16:14, the apostle Paul reminds us, “Let all
that you do be done with love.” As a minister of healing, do
everything in love. Even if the person does not get healed, it is
very important that they experience the love of God through
you.

CLOSING THOUGHTS ON THE FIVE-STEP
PRAYER MODEL

I want to finish this chapter with the same reminder that I
opened with: Do not let yourself become locked into one
model. Remember, the five-step prayer model is designed to
help you get started as you pray for someone, and can be
particularly helpful to those who are just beginning in the
ministry of healing prayer. But God will never fit into a box. As
helpful as this model can be, it will actually become a disservice
if you begin to trust the model more than actively listening to
the Holy Spirit’s voice.



NOTES

1. See Randy Clark, Ministry Team Training Manual
(Mechanicsburg, PA: Apostolic Network of Global
Awakening, 2004).

2. Here are some books on deliverance I strongly recommend:
Pablo Bottari, Free in Christ: Your Complete Handbook on
the Ministry of Deliverance (Lake Mary, FL: Charisma
House, 2000); Francis MacNutt, Deliverance from Evil
Spirits: A Practical Manual (Grand Rapids, MI: Chosen,
1995); and Randy Clark, The Biblical Guidebook to Healing
and Deliverance (Lake Mary, FL: Charisma House, 2015).

3. Irecommend the following books on inner healing: John
Loren Sandford and Mark Sandford, Deliverance and Inner
Healing (Grand Rapids, MI: Chosen, 1992); John Loren and
Paula Sandford, Transforming the Inner Man: God'§
Powerful Principles for Inner Healing and Lasting Life
Change (Lake Mary, FL: Charisma House, 2007); and
Chester and Betsy Kylstra, Biblical Healing and
Deliverance: A Guide to Experiencing Freedom from Sins
of the Past, Destructive Beliefs, Emotional and Spiritual
Pain, Curses and Oppression (Bloomington, MN: Chosen
Books, 2003).



PART 4

TESTIFY






Chapter 10

TESTIMONY AND HEALING

While the principles found in the five-step prayer model and
other models are effective tools, they must be married with
testimony. This is why I tell so many stories while I am
teaching. Testimony and teaching must go hand in hand. If we
have all teaching without testimony, we can profoundly
convey a biblical concept, but it is easy for our listeners to put
those concepts somewhere in the future rather than in the
“now,” today. The other extreme is to teach from stories and
testimonies only, never laying a solid biblical foundation for
Jesus, who is the One our stories and testimonies reveal.

TESTIMONIES BRING SCRIPTURE TO
LIFE

When we share biblical concepts without sharing living
examples of those concepts, it becomes easy to see the



concepts as something that happened “back then,” or will
happen “one day” in the future instead of something that can
happen now. We can easily get caught up in a “but you never
know with God” frame of mind that is contrary to Scripture.
Testimonies stir up faith to believe that the stories found in the
Bible can become a living reality in someone’s life today.

TESTIMONY AND TEACHING MUST GO HAND IN HAND.

Testimony is often a lost art in the contemporary church.
When we think of the word festimony, our thinking tends to be
limited to someone’s salvation story. Even though this is one
expression of a testimony, it is not the only expression.
Ultimately, testimony is designed to bring the Word of God to
life.

We are not adding anything to the Bible with a testimony—
testimony does not replace the timeless words of Scripture.
Quite the opposite, in fact. When we share what God has done
in our life, we are giving a living, real-life illustration of how
Scripture is reliable, applicable, and relevant for today.

Before we study testimony as a term, let’s consider what
most Christians think of when they hear the word testimony.

THE SALVATION TESTIMONY

It is correct to think that testimony bears witness to a
dynamic spiritual reality. This is why we describe the process



of evangelism as “witnessing.” We are giving witness to the
power of the Lord Jesus Christ to save sinners—a
transformation that we, the redeemed, have personally
experienced. As we give witness, we share our personal
testimonies of how Jesus saved us. The goal is for our
salvation witness to stir faith in those listening so that they
can believe the same Jesus who brought life and salvation to
us can do the same for them.

While the story of our conversion is an important
testimony, there are other stories God has given us that are
designed to release faith for healing.

WHEN WE SHARE WHAT GOD HAS DONEIN OUR LIFE, WE
ARE GIVING A LIVING, REAL-LIFE ILLUSTRATION OF HOW
SCRIPTUREIS RELIABLE, APPLICABLE, AND RELEVANT FOR
TODAY.

TESTIMONIES OF GOD’S POWER AND
HEALING

In the same way that we share our salvation testimonies,
we must also share the mighty works of God in our lives. Just
like a salvation testimony has the ability to charge an
atmosphere with faith for salvation, miracle testimonies infuse
an atmosphere with faith for healing.

Let’s go back to the salvation example for a moment and



consider its parallel application for healing stories. When
someone shares a powerful salvation testimony in the presence
of people who are not yet Christians, the goal is for that
testimony to work with the Holy Spirit in convicting hearts,
drawing people to Jesus. Ultimately, it is not the story that
saves; it is the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit. Our desire
is simply for people to hear a relatable testimony and believe
that “if God could save him, in his condition, his utter
hopelessness, his sin and depravity, then God can also save
me.” Salvation testimonies release faith for salvation; healing
testimonies release faith for healing. God is no respecter of
persons (see Acts 10:34).

CLAIM THE TESTIMONY

I want us to briefly look at some different purposes for
testimony. We will conclude by walking through several live
case studies of people who have been supernaturally healed.
My goal is not to simply tell you what a testimony is—I want
you to experience its power for yourself. When you read some
of these incredible stories, both in this chapter and in the
chapters to come, I believe your faith will be ignited to believe
God for greater things. Also, as you share these testimonies
with those in need of healing, you can help build their faith as
well.

You might think you are disqualified from sharing
testimonies because you personally do not have a healing
testimony. Again, God has removed every barrier for your



disqualification. You may not have a healing story, but I do.
Take mine. Claim these testimonies as your own. If you are
praying for someone, feel free to share one of my stories from
this book with them. They all accomplish the same goal—
building faith to believe God for healing.

Use what you have access to. Draw “living water” from
whatever well is available. If you have a personal healing
testimony, or if you know someone who has been healed (a
family member or a friend), or you can remember a story from
this book, use them all. Just be honest and authentic. I’'m not
encouraging you to lie about the stories, replacing my name
with yours. You do not need to pretend to be Randy Clark to be
successful in this. It’s not about my name or your name—it’s
about Jesus! Trust the Holy Spirit to use these stories to build
faith in those who need healing. At day’s end, whether you
have a healing testimony or not, you actually have access to
the ultimate treasure of testimony—Scripture. Every testimony
in the Bible is your inheritance. This is why the psalmist
declared, “I have inherited Your testimonies forever, for they
are the joy of my heart” (Psalm 119:111 NASB).

EVERY TESTIMONY IN THE BIBLEIS YO UR INHERITANCE.

As a believer in Jesus, you have inherited the testimonies
of the Lord. God has made them available to you because you
are a part of His family! Go through the Gospel accounts and
read what Jesus and the disciples did. When you are praying



for someone, try to find an example in Jesus’ ministry where He
prayed for a similar condition. Share that story with the person
you are praying for. Be specific. This makes it personal.






Chapter 11

THE PURPOSE AND POWER OF
TESTIMONY

One of the most relevant passages of Scripture that describes
the power of testimony is Psalm 78. This psalm gives us
foundational reasons why testimony is so important. It is
through testimony that we share God’s mighty works and his
awesome power.

TESTIMONY ENCOURAGES PRAISE

Give ear, O my people, to my law; incline your ears
to the words of my mouth. I will open my mouth in a
parable; I will utter dark sayings of old, which we
have heard and known, and our fathers have told us.
We will not hide them from their children, telling to
the generation to come the praises of the Lord, and



His strength and His wonderful works that He has
done (Psalm78:1-4).

WHEN WE SHARE TESTIMONIES OF JESUS’ HEALING
POWER, WE ARE REPRESENTING THE VERY NATURE OF GOD.

As we faithfully tell emerging generations about the mighty
works of God that we have seen, we are inviting them into
praise. Stories of God’s strength and power incite praise
because they confront people with the reality of God in their
everyday life. He is not a concept. He is not a force. He is not
distant and detached from humanity.

Creator God is not some watchmaker who wound
everything up only to let it run by itself. He is involved, and
one of the ways that God demonstrates His active involvement
in the earth is through healing. When we share testimonies of
Jesus’ healing power, we are representing the very nature of
God. Such a representation cannot help but stir up a climate of
praise, thanksgiving, and worship in the hearts of people.

TESTIMONY INTRODUCES PEOPLE TO
HOPE

For He established a testimony in Jacob, and
appointed a law in Israel, which He commanded our
fathers, that they should make them known to their
children; that the generation to come might know



them, the children who would be born, that they may
arise and declare them to their children, that they
may set their hope in God... (Psalm 78:5-7).

Testimonies expose people to new possibilities. Maybe
someone has never heard that God heals people today. When
you open your mouth and share the miracle stories of God’s
supernatural healing power, you are bringing hope to the
hopeless. You may not know what conditions are represented
in an audience, or what disease someone is struggling with.
Sometimes the Lord will open these specifics up to you
through words of knowledge and prophetic insight. However,
when you do not have prophetic clarity, you always have the
testimony. Your stories expose people to new possibilities of
healing, deliverance, and freedom that might have been
completely off their personal radar. This is how the testimony
helps people to put their faith in God.

STORIES OF GOD’S HEALING PO WER ARE WO NDERFULLY
CONFRONTATIONAL.

TESTIMONY KEEPS US CLOSE TO GOD

...and not forget the works of God, but keep His
commandments; and may not be like their fathers, a
stubborn and rebellious generation, a generation
that did not set its heart aright, and whose spirit



was not faithful to God (Psalm 78:7-8).

As we talk about what God is doing, we are ever reminded
that God is real. He is involved and active. It is easy to live
disobediently to a God whom we acknowledge as a mere
concept at worse, or a cosmic clockmaker at best. Either way,
God would not be present in the here and now.

Stories of God’s healing power are wonderfully
confrontational. They set before us the imminence of our God.
He is truly among us. In response to His nearness, we live
differently, we think differently, and we act differently. This
kind of thinking is not motivated by religious pressure, for
religion comes in when God goes out. When we view God as
strictly up in heaven, waiting to either bring us up there, or
coming down to earth at the end of the age, we are attempting
to use religion to explain and manage our Christian life.

WHEN WE KEEP THE WORKS OF THE LORD IN FRONT US
THROUGH STORIES AND TESTIMONY, WE HAVE A CONSTANT
SOURCE OF COURAGE TO DRAW FROM.

TESTIMONY GIVES US SUPERNATURAL
COURAGE

The children of Ephraim, being armed and carrying
bows, turned back in the day of battle. They did not
keep the covenant of God, they refused to walk in



His law, and forgot His works and His wonders that
He had shown them (Psalm 78:9-11).

The children of Ephraim were armed and seemingly ready
for battle, but Scripture tells us that they turmed back and
retreated. The reason? Ultimately, “they forgot what He had
done—the great wonders He had shown them, the miracles He
did for their ancestors on the plain of Zoan in the land o)
Egypt” (Ps. 78:11-12 NLT).

Conversely, when we keep the works of the Lord in front us
through stories and testimony, we have a constant source of
courage to draw from. When you come against sickness, either
in your own body or in someone else’s, testimonies empower
you to go into battle with confidence. When you keep the track
record of God’s mighty works in front of you, you will be able
to measure whatever you are coming against with the history
of God’s faithfulness. If He healed, then He will heal again. If
He delivered in the past, then His arm is not short to save
today.

WHEN YO U KEEP THE TRACK RECORD OF GOD’S MIGHTY

WORKS IN FRONTOFYOU, YOU WILLBE ABLE TO MEASURE
WHATEVER YO U ARE COMING AGAINST WITH THE HISTORY
OF GOD’S FAITHFULNESS.

It is impossible for me to fully convey the power of
testimony. One of the greatest revelatory teachers on this

subject is Bill Johnson of Bethel Church.! He continually



witnesses the domino effect of testimony in his ministry and
church. If anyone knows about the inheritance of testimony, it
is Bill. Time after time he has seen God heal people and thus
produce incredible healing stories. Based on the Lord’s
leading, Bill will share these testimonies as he travels around
the world.

One of the most remarkable things to observe in Bill’s
ministry is the repeatability of God’s healing power based on
the testimonies he shares. Bill will share how God healed a
certain condition in a certain meeting or situation some time
ago. Maybe the healing took place five years ago or five
months ago. It really doesn’t matter. All that matters is
faithfully sharing the stories of what God is doing. As Bill
shares testimonies of healings, those healings are actually
repeated right before his eyes. In some cases, it seems like
telling the story escalates the level of faith in the room. In
other, more bizarre cases, it would almost appear that the
testimony itself carries inherent, supernatural power to produce
the miracle. As the stories leave Bill’s mouth, the words go
forth and start to reproduce the healing miracles he is talking
about... often in real time!

IF YOU WANTTO CREATE A CULTURE OF HEALING IN YOUR
LIFEOR YOUR CHURCH, YOU MUSTTALK ABO UT WHAT
JESUS HAS DONE.

It is time to start telling the stories of God’s miracle-working
power once again! If you want to create a culture of healing in



your life or your church, you must talk about what Jesus has
done. Share your own testimony and be sure to talk about what
God is doing in other people’s lives as well. Any time you hear
of somebody in your church being healed, tell people about it.
It is your testimony too, and as people are talking about what
Jesus is doing, this constant sharing will create faith.

As we conclude the teaching portion about testimony, I
want us to look at Hebrews 13:8 and Acts 10:34 for a moment.
These statements of truth are foundational for understanding
and sharing testimony. For many of'us, the passage in Hebrews
will be very familiar: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today,
and forever” (Heb. 13:8). Earlier in Hebrews, we actually see
God Himself speaking to Jesus, saying, “You remain the same,
and Your years will never end” (Heb. 1:12).

JESUS IS ETERNALLY UNCHANGING

If Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever, this
means that God the Father is, by default, unchanging too. It
may seem strange that I have to clarify this since God and
Jesus are the same. However, there are those who seemto think
that Jesus represents one aspect of God, while the God
revealed in the Old Testament is like another deity entirely. It
does not work like that. Jesus is eternally unchanging, and
thus God Almighty is eternally unchanging too. He said it
Himself, “For I am the Lord, I do not change” (Mal. 3:6). The
psalmist wrote of God, “But You are the same, and Your years
will have no end” (Ps. 102:27). Just take this moment to firmly



establish the truth in your heart that God does not change, and
that the One who is eternally steadfast is also eternally good.

IF JESUS IS THE SAME YESTERDAY, TO DAY, AND FO REVER,
THIS MEANS THAT GOD THE FATHER IS, BY DEFAULT,
UNCHANGING TOO. JESUS DOES NOT GO AROUND

CHANGING HIS MIND ABOUTWHO HEIS. HE HAS ALWAYS
BEEN GOOD AND WILL ALWAYS BEGOOD.

Remember, every good gifi and every perfect gift is from
above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom
there is no variation or shadow of turning” (James 1:17). Paul
reminds us that “the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was
preached among you by us—by me and Silas and Timothy—
was not Yes and No, but in Him it has always been Yes” (2 Cor.
1:19). In other words, Jesus does not go around changing His
mind about who He is. He has always been good and will
always be good. The psalmist proclaims, “For the Lord is
good,; His lovingkindness is everlasting and His faithfulness
to all generations” (Ps. 100:5 NASB).

NOTE

1. For a more in-depth study of testimony, and to read many
stories of how testimonies contributed to building
atmospheres of faith and releasing God’s power, I
recommend Releasing the Spirit of Prophecy by Bill



Johnson (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image, 2014).






Chapter 12

THREE HEALING
TESTIMONIES

For the testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of Prophecy
—REVELATION 19:10 NIV)

For your faith 